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colony, or hold dominion over any portion of the people 
or territory of the United States.” 
“Phat convention sat, understanding what were 
Mr. Polk’s views on the subject of Texas and Ore- 
n, and they adopted a resolution in these words: — 
‘‘ *Rosolved, That our title to the whole of the terri- 
tory of Oregon is clear and unquestionable; that no 
portion of the same ought to be ceded to England or 
any other power; and that the re-occupation of Ore- 
on and the re-annexation of Texas at the earliest 
practicable period, are great American measures, 
which this convention recommends to the ardent 
support of the democracy of the Union.’ 
“Was not the Old Dominion in that convention? 
And did she not er that as one of the tenets of 
her political creed? as not James K. Polk nomi- 
nated for the express purpose of carrying these 
views out? Did not the Old Dominion rally around 
Mr. Polk for the purpose of carrying out the princi- 
ples Jaid down by the Baltimore convention? The 
country has settled this question; the people have 
pronounced in decisive tones in favor of the princi- 
ples of the Baltimore convention, and of the presi- 
dent whom they nominated; and it is the duty of 
congress to carry out the wishes of the people, in. 


stead of coming here and drawing distinctions 80 | 


fine that they cannot be seen between; questions of 
‘expediency,’ and questions of principle, and all that 
sort of thing. The state of Virginia went for Mr. 
Polk, understanding that to be his doctrine. He 
came here and was inaugurated on the 4th of 
March, and in his inaugural address he made the 
same declaration as was made in the Baltimore re- 
solutions, that our title to the whole of Oregon is 
clear and unquestionable; and now when those who 
were in that convention turn around and forsake the 
principles then laid down, they say, “Oh, this isa 
question of expediency; and it is no departure trom 
principle.” 

In a subsequent part of his speech Mr. Jounson 
became still more emphatic towards those who are 
suspected of wavering on this point of party fidelity. 
‘‘Prejudices,” he said, ‘might be attempted to be ex- 
cited; new party lines might be attempted to be 
drawn; politicians might seek to make political ca- 

ital, but the public opinion would bring Oregon in. 
The people were for it. If he were James K. Poik, 
(and he did not pretend to attempt to advise him,) 
while these little cliques, these little germs of new 
parties were forming--he would run out his largest 
locomotive; he would get the steam up, he would 
put on the wood, and take in the water, and hitch in 
the Oregon car, and those who attempted to resist 
it he would crush them in its onward progress. The 
people would sustain him 1u it; the people were for 
it; the people will have it.” 


The Richmond Enquirer, to the columns of which 
we continue to look for indications of the views of 
the cabinet, contains a long article on ““OneGon Anp 
THE TARIFF,” in which the editor accuses the whig 
party of “refusing to yield a single inch” of the 
tariff, “even to secure an honorable and permanent set- 
tlement of the Oregon question:” (the italics are ours.) 

“They would cheerfuily give up that fine coun- 
try, which is hereafter to be the centre of an im- 
mense trade with China and the Indies, and to which 
we have indubitable claims; they would strip us of 
our own territory, to conciliate England—but they 
will not surrender an iota of an exorbitant tarifl, 
though the commercial interests of the country de- 
mand it, and though its modification may be eminent- 
ly calculated to produce peace with all the world.— 
Some of them go so far as to preter war to any sa- 


crifice of their protected monopolies.” 
6 a * * 


~ » 


‘Js not congress pledged to carry out the free 
trade views which were sanctioned by the the last 


presidential election?” 
* * - 


“If in doing right we secure the peace of the 
country, is it just that the republican party should 
be denounced for a mean and cowardly truckling to 
English arrogance? The whigs, on the contrary, 
aim to fasten their unjust monopoly upon the coun- 
try, at the imminent risk of involving us in war.— 
The people will judge which are the most{ con- 
sistent friends of honorable peace.” 


The Union, of Wednesday, has a column review- 
ing the progress made by congress up to the tenth 
week of its session, depioring the civirsions which 
exist amongst the friends of the administration in 
that body, rallying them to union and to action, and 
charging the whigs with attempting to foment and 
profit by these divisions. Anticipating that the 
discussion upon the 
nate in a few days, 


» * 7 


twelve months’ notice will termi- 
‘the attention of the house will 
soon be directed to other phases of the question, as 
well as to those other matters of great national con- 


round” by the greal question of the day. The re- 
Suction of the tariff must now come up at no distant 
period.” 
This is followed in Thursday’s Union, by an edi 
torial of the same length, under the caption of the 
‘““THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY AND A PROTECTIVE TAR- 
irr,” in which the delay of congress in not having 
yet taken up the tariff subject, is accounted for, and 
a general rally to the aid of measures which the secre- 
tary of the treasury has been so indefatigable in 
preparing for congress, is sounded. Some impa- 
tience is expressed in this article at the procrasti- 
nated debate upon the Oregon regulations. ‘It be- 
comes time to act, for the argument is almost ex- 
hausted.” 
The leading article in the same paper says—‘It 
is worthy of remark, that the debate on the Oregon 
resolution seems so far to have palled on the appe- 
tites of members, that a great number of them de- 
cline to remain in the hali whilst the speeches are 
delivered. At 2o0’clock to-day, only some seventy 
or eighty members were in their seats. The people, 





with Great Britain, ‘will be no child’s play.” Com, 
when it may, we should have on our armor, We 
must look not only to defend ourselves, but to assay}, 
and deal blow for blow. “The unprofitable contes 
of trying which can do each other the most harm » 
Thomas Jefferson once depreéated in appropriate |g1. 
guage. Whowill attempt to measure the sum of hy. 
man sufferings which must ensue from such a war 4, 
shall next occur between England and America? T), 
contest would not be long single handed probably, 
Who would attempt to sum the cost of a hostij, 
conflict between republicanism and aristocracy dif. 
fused throughout the civilized world—the Curisry,y 
WORLD? 

The N. York Journal of Commerce, on this subjec; 
says:—‘If we are to take South America under oy, 
wing, and prevent interference on the part of the 
European powers with any part of this continent, 
may be well to look a little at our means of acco. 
plishing such magnificent purposes. 

‘We have one stearn frigate, the Mississippi, now 
at Pensacola—ready, it may be said, for service; anq 





who look with straining eyes towards the Capito! 
for the action of congress, on a subject which occu- 
pies so much of their thoughts, and appeals so strong- 
ly to their feelings and their interests, would scarce- 
ly believe, unless they saw, that it ‘had shrunk to so 
little measure” that it could no longer command 
the attention; and scarcely the respect, of their re- 
presentatives.” 


Negotiations. During the debate in the house 
of representatives on Thursday, on the Oregon re- 
solutions, Mr. Gentry, of Tennessee, is said to have 
made a powerful speech, in which he insisted that 
the decision of the house to take the question upon 
giving the twelve months’ notice on Monday next, 
was entirely premature. They were acting absolute- 
ly in the dark. The president had been called upon 
by both houses, for information as to negotiations 
which it was believed had taken place since the de- 
livery of his annual message. Tne president makes 
no reply. Mr. G. demanded of the chairman of the 
committee on foreign relations whether communica- 
tions had not passed, and whether negotiations were 
not pending? 

Mr. C. J. InGersox., replied, that a recent cor- 
respondence has been opened upon the subject, be- 
tween the British minister and the secretary of state. 
He believed too, that the correspondenve would be 
laid before congress without delay. 

Rumor now intimates that Mr. Pakenham has 

proposed a basis for adjustment, which the president 
declines acceding to. 
The editor of the New York Tribune, who has 
just returned from Washington, intimates that so 
far as he was 2ble to ascertain, Mr. Pakenham had 
proposed that the last (published) letters between 
himself and the secretary of state, should respec- 
tively be withdrawn, so as to reinstate the negotia- 
tion. This was acceded to, and the negotiation was 
resumed. 

The same journal intimates, (and we have had the 
rumor from various sources, )that Mr. Buchanan had 


state, but this proposition of the British minister had 
induced the president to insist that the secretary 
should postpone his resignation, which he has con- 
sented todo. It seems to be understood that he will 
resign so soon as that subject is disposed of, and it 
is probable that no nomination will be made in the 
meantime to the vacant seat in the United States 
| supreme court, 
Are We Reapy? 

Why so incessantly urge that question? 

Having witnessed some of the difficulties to which 
the country was subjected for want of due prepara- 
tion for the war of 1812-4, we consider it the dic- 
tate of common prudence to take lesson from expe- 
rience, at least so far as, if possible, to avert a repe- 
tition of losses aud humiliations to which that cause 
then subjected us. Many, perhaps, a large majority 
of our young men of the present day have heard so 


our countrymen during that war, and comparatively 
so little of the disasters and defeats, that they forma 
very inaccurate estimate of the amount of sufferings 
which that war inflicted. It is a thankless task to 
recount our own defeats and wortifications. The 
theme is never selected of choice. 
be disposed to ‘‘spy out*’ or to publish “the naked- 


defence, if it were not with the view of impressing 


preparation on the other. If we are to have a war— 
if we are to run serious risk of a war—it behooves 





cernment which have been long kept in the “back 








tendered his resignation of the office of secretary of 


much of the gallant achievements ard victories of 


Little would we 
ness of the jand,” as regards the effective means of 
the importance of precaution on the one hand, and of 
us to look deliberately around, and gather up muni- 


tions for the conflict, that we may not be surprised, 
defeated, and disgraced in the very onset. “A war 


another, the Princeton, at Boston, needing tiiree 
|}months’ repairs. These could only act agains 
the force Great Britain would send to any particy. 
liar point, by taking shelter under some of our fori. 
| cations. 

“To build such frigates requires two years, wih 
all the skill and force we can employ; and ther 
are but five establishments in the country where 
they can be constructed, viz: three at New Yoik, 
one at Cold Spring, (opposite West Point) and one 
at Philadelphia. ach of these establishments 
could build two steam frigates in two years, making 
in the whole, ten; and they must be burlt at piaces 
which an enemy with steam frigates might reach. 

“Then as to guns. The governinent has been long 
entreated to build a national foundry for casting 
cannon, and has thus far omitted to fulfil this obliga 
tion. That we are without enough cannon to arm 
our fortifications, is well known; and to cast them 
properly, requires much skill, the result of long cx. 
perience. There is one establishment in the coun 
try (Cold Spring) engaged in that business, which 
could cast a few; but from default of government, 
we are without the experieuce or the means to cast 
as many as are required, exceptof a kind that would 
prove more dangerous to ourselves than to our 
enemy. 

“Speaking of guns, we may as well look at our 
powder. In the last war, by working old caves, we 
obtained saltpeire at a cost of about 30 cents per 
lb. A better article may be had from Calcutta at7 
cents. Of the latter kind we generally have 
hand a six months’ supply, which is about our pre 
sent stock; to increase which, in case of war, woull 
be difficult, to say the least. The procuring of | 
in America in sufficient quantities, and of goo 
quality, would be expensive, perhaps impossible. 

‘*For the manufacture of powder, the governmen 
must rely on the mills of private individuals and 
companies. This is not the case with great military 
powers, who regard uniformity in the manufacture 
and frequent experiments to test its strength, as ne 
cessary, because otherwise no precisivn can be liad 
in firing mortars, which are set at an angle, say,0 
45 degrees, and send the ball according to the 
strength of the powder used. 

“We might go on through the whole catalogue 
and shew our deficiencies in each particular, but W¢ 
forbear. 

“We have, however, quite enough of all these 
things to accomplish ai! purposes that concern ouf 
true greatness, and we should regret to see our pea 
establishment on a materially different footing. | 

“Our strength lies in pursuing peaceful arts, 
we trust that in a matter where prectpifancy on ou! 
part is unnecessary, and far from being the dictal 
of a true sense of honor, we may not be burrie 
foolishly and blindly into—we will not say war, 
a position from which backing out would be dis 
honorable. 

“We can now pause and reflect; act on peacell 
counsels; omit to take the first, always the dange! 
ous step; and some of us may be saved the necessl! 
of marching behind one of our valorous militia “0? 
tings” to battle. It makes our “honor” shudder | 
think on’t.” 


For months past we have been earnestly repeat 
ing this question in every publication. ‘The inqu'’ 
was at first treated by the administration presen 
an atlempt to excite a “war panic.”? Gradual’) 
however, the tone has changed, as the following ex 
tracts will show. sia 

The Washington correspondent of the Richman 
Enquer writes—'‘'I cannot understand how senalor 
and representatives can expect the hoped-for ei 
rable and peaceful adjustment of the Oregon 4" : 
tion, unless they vote to make such preparations | 
the defence of the country as wall enable our neg 
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ened 


tiators to come again to the consideration of the 
uestion, under the full assurance that they have, 


at command, the means of defending our rights, in 


case all attempts at adjustment may fail. Among 


the obstacles surrounding this delicate subject, (hat 
of ha ing negotiation, on our side, is one of the 
most effective towards precluding success. The 
situation Of those who are expected to maintain our 
rights, under such circumstances, must be like that 
of a man attempting io carry on an extensive com- 
mercial business while utterly destitute of means.— 
The cases are parallel, as must appear to all, on 
reflection. i do not know that the administration 
desire such appropriations, for they have made no 

ublic call on congress for them. I argue but from 
a plain common sense view of the case. 11 docs ap- 


ar that the only reasonable hope of an eventual | 


aceful termination to the controversy lies in the 
ability of our government to maintain what they de- 
mand if need be. Without men, without means, 
and without ships-of-war, we may argue ourselves 
hoarse to convince those who respect might, but 
pever right.” 

The writer proceeds to suggest ‘‘a simple fesolution, 
calling upon the young men of the country” to volun- 
ter. This he concludes ‘-would present a foree to de- 
ler any government in the world from landing. troops 
on our settled territory. Our internal channels of 
communication are io a condition very different from 
that in which they were in at the time of the last 
ware With such a force in readiness, a hundred 
thousand men might be concentrated at any point on 
the Jakes, or the gull, cr Atiantic cvast, ere an in- 
vading army had well stretched the voyaging links 
oul of their legs. Very little is said of fortifications. 
Indeed, to fortify the coast at every place at which 
anenemy might land, . ould cost more money than 
would be collected for years and years. The man 
who would seriously propose fortifications, as a ge- 
neral scheme“of vefence in the present stage of 
the art of war, and with such an extent of coast to 
fortify, might well obtain a straight jacket as a re- 
ward for the project. [t is objected to the proposi- 
tion to build steamers of war, that the expense of 
their Coustruction and maintenauce will interfere 
with the proposed alteration of the tar:fl. This can- 
nol be so; for a tariff bili can be framed to yield fifly 
millions of revenue if necessary, which will tax the people 
less than the law now in existence.” 

We have italicized the tast sentence. 

On the tariff question, the correspondent just quot- 
ed wrote Ou the Bist ult. 


“Many whigs in and out of congress, are chuckl- 
ing over the expressions of two or three of our 
western friends upon the subject of the modification 
of the tariff, in the belief that their discontent at the 
ilowness with which the **noiuce” question at pre 
sent goes On, may render them Jukewarm upon the 
olher great and important measures to which the 
administration is particularly pledged. There is not 
he slightest danger of this result, however; for never 
were men more determined to stand up to every 
pledge of the Baltimore convention, then are the 
West at the present moment. They know, too, that 
dller the subject has been thoroughly discussed the 
bolice will be given.”’ 

Urging that the twelve months notice ought to be 
given, the writer says, “if Great Britain is left to 
judge from the manner in which the debate on the 
“noice” is closed, that we dare not.demand a set- 
lement of the question, the dvor to its peaceable 
lermination is forever barred. For then the ques- 
lun canvassed in the selection of members of the 
NeXt Congress will be that of Oregon alone; and they 
will come together in such a temper on the subject, 
that the acceptance of any thing less than the terri- 
lory to 54 degress and 40 minutes, will not be listea- 
tuto. J do not write under the least fear that the 
On the contrary, | me- 
tly argue upon the hypothesis that if the proposi- 
lion Should fail, such would necessarily be the result.” 

Peace Convention. A conveution of the *Pea-e 

Ciely” was heid at Providence, R. 1. a few days 
‘luce, at which a number of resolutions and addresses 
Were delivered. Asa specimen we quote from the 
remarks of the rev. Mr. Hau, the tollowing ilus- 
ation of the text—-*Blessed are the peace makers.” 

“I would not be a partial or careless reader, and 1 
‘annot be an unconcerned observer of the signs of 
ile umes. Every oug allows that they are worthy of 
ludy at the present moment. Some read in them 
Peguostications of all evil. Not so dol regard 
“et bor dol take this subject in the temper of 
he 1 will always louk as long as 1 can, upon 
mh right side of every event, every rumor, and 
Hee. Character, There are alarmists enough every: 

uvte, im every age, Nota governmest bave we 
sk ROE & year has, passed, ‘hal fas nol, in some 

‘SS, Veen Dunelul and fatal, Aad how many ap- 
Mehensions of war have we had; war between the 


two first, nearest in kindred, and most mutually de- 
pendent countries of the earth! But better princi- 
ples have again and again prevailed, and averted the 
danger. Yea, principles of peace, courts of appeal, 
modes of arbitration, those very measures which 
‘*Peace Societies” originated, and which have been 
and still are, despised. Not despised by all. They 
heave been received by many hearts. They have 
been advocated by strong voices in many lands.— 
They have been considered in the councils of na- 
tions, and of princes of kings, of emperors, and war- 
rior statesmen. The creation of a ‘‘congress of na- 
tions,” a high court for the adjustment of all serious 
difficulties, was proposed as early as the time of 
Henry the fourth, and has been repeatedly urged 
since by some of the first minds of every age. It 
has been favorably regarded by several European 
governments, and by an abie committee of our own 
congress, headed by the lamented Legare. The pre- 
sent king of France, however inconsistently, is so 
much inclined to some substitute for war, as to be 
distrusted by his warlike nation. And twice, if not 
thrice, has war been averted from our own country 
by arbitration or mediation. It will be again. Prin- 
ciple, or policy, or a mingling of both, will save us. 
You see it in the pacific though decided tone of the 
| English papers just received, presenting a singular 
contrast to some of ours. You see it in the altered 
manner of some of our own orators. 

‘No. It is not mmediate war that I fear, or 
| Would consider. itis rather the fact, that while on 
' the slightest occasion the spirit of war blazes forth 
from many, and our greatest men seem to think it 

necessary to boast of their courage and readiness to 
fight, even those who deprecate it, take the lowest 
ground, and stend upon a principle which will qui- 
ver and fall before the first powerful temptation— 
| the principle of expediency. Scarcely a man in 
any high station throughout the land has been heard 
; to speak of it asa Christian. And how few among 
us of any class or opinion speak of war as Christians, 
or venture to judge uf it as Christ judged. Is thisa 
theme or a sphere in which all of us are to be a- 
shamed of the gospel of Christ? Is it the effect of 
even the very sound of war to make men begin to 
duubt whether the preeepts of the Saviour are prac- 
ticable? I put it to you plainly and seriously, is 
there not something almost ludicrous to some minds, 
'in the thought of ‘loving your enemies, blessing 
} them that curse you, and doing good to them that 
hate you?” 
/ could induce oue of your eminent statesmen to take 








‘that position, and insist upon that authority, in his | 


place ln congress. 
*‘Now, to my mind, it isas heretical and as nearly 


infidel, to reject the authority or question the wis- | 


dom of Christ, on one point as another. 1 should 
‘cousider myself as a poor Ciristian if 1 disowned 
or explained away the precepts, as if [ disowned or 
explained away the muiracies or doctrines of Christ; 
more so, for the first are plain, received by all, the 
last mysterious, and hard to many. And what if | 
rejected the miracles,—would you hear me preach? 


Ov, owning the miracles but denying as I do cer-| 


tain doctrines and human interpretations, would any 
‘of the churches, considered sound and evangelical, 
sulfer me to speak? Nota moment. Yet, or any 
oler man, otherwise accepted, might stand in the 
highest and strictest pulpits m the country, if he did 
nothing worse—or did so well—as to show that 
Christ did not forbid all war; did not mean exactly 
what he said in the sermon on the mount, or did not 
expect men to do what he commanded! 

‘it is this sad trifling, this bold inconsistency, es- 
pecially on this subject, that is most discouraging. 
And here lie our urgent duty and clear power.-— 
Here the subject becomes practical and individual. 
We can correct this. We can take a higher stand 
and exert a better influence. Say, if you will, that 
you caunot control others and all. Isay you can 
control yourselves, and then you can better judge 
of the etfect on others. Say, if you must, though it 
is a mournful partof the inconsistency and evil, that 
mural means, pacific principles, words of truth, acts 
of love, the very temper of Christ, are powerless 
and vain against the world’s war. You may only 
prove that they are powerless in your soul, that 
you have nu faith in them, that you du not believe, 
ur ulter or act upon them, but are alraid or astiam- 
ed of the name you bear, afraid or ashamed, at this 
moment, to be associated with the open advocates of 
Gospel peace! 

‘‘Powerless are they? Let the past answer—Nay, 
let the present answer, if it will. Let ove of the 
highest counsellors of the land, let the president ol 
thas Christan country, plaut himself in his messages 
and measures, on high Christian ground. | say it 
with respect, especially as we ate tohi he A cele 
Bivus lial. 


Let him say to this gation, lo Mngtaud, 
aad the wortd—“}] am a Christian. 1 am governed, 





And what consideration, think you, | 


en er A 


a 





and will govern, by Christian laws; I am the servant 
of God and the disciple of Jesus; I say with a great 
statesman of England, that ‘I abominate war as ane 
Christian, and hold it the greatest of human crimes, 
for it includes all others;’ [ cannot and will not 
sancticn il; [ will rather resign my office; no bribe, 
no threat, no territory, party, or supposed glory, 
shall constrain me to do wrong; to return: evil for 
evil, to destroy my fellow creature, to gash my 
brother, to hack and maim and butcher thousands of 
human beings, and cause this happy land to reek 
with blood and wail with the woe of widows and 
orphans, I will not; God is my sovereign, Christ is 
my Lord, I bow to them, and to them leave all.— 
Peace, peace, peace!” 

“Christian, would you steer at that? Warrior, 
would you then whet your sword, or sheathe iv— 
Americans, would you call your president a coward 
ora conqueror? a fool or a man? Would not the 
country shout as with one voice, ‘Blessed are the 
peacemakers.” | believe it. I believe he who has 
this moral courage would stand higher than any and 
all princes. 1 believe England and the world would 
have mors respect for the people and the property 
thus ruled, than for all our forts and armies. - ] be- 
lieve millions here and every where, who now hardl 
dare whisper it, wouid then exclaim, ‘that is noble, 
that is magnanimous, and truly Christian.” And 
should this be followed, if necessary, by the actual 
resignation of that high officer, would not the effect 
be mighty? Yes. And if every magistrate and mo- 
narch in the Christian world would say and do this, 
the world would be converted to the spirit of peace. 
Yet this is) only moral influence, Christian power!” 











NATIONAL AFFALKS, 


EXECUTIVE JOURNAL. 


APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. 

By and with the advice and consent of the Senate. 

Auguste Davezac, of New York, to be charge d’- 
affairs at the court of his majesty the king of the 
‘Netherlands, in the place of Christopher Hughes, 
recalled. 

James Dunlop, of the district of Columbia, to be 
‘assistant judge of the circuit court of the U. States 
| for the District of Columbia, in the place of Buckner 
| Thruston, deceased. 

_ Henry Dodge, to be governor of Wisconsin, in the 

| place of Nathaniel P. T'alimadge, removed. 

| James Clarke, of Iowa, to be governor of Iowa, in 

‘the place of John Chambers, removed. 

| Jesse Williams, of lowa, to be secretary of Iowa, 

‘in the place of Samuel J. Burr, removed. 

| $§tinson H. Anderson, to be marshal of the United 
tates for the district of Illinois, in the, place of 

Thomas M. Hope, removed. 

Consuls. William H. Robertson, of Louisiana, to 
be consul for the port of Bremen, in the place of A. 
D. Mann, recalled. 

William A. Sparks, of S. Carolina, to be consul 
‘for the port of Venice, in the place of Albert Da- 
'badie, recalled. 
| Simeon M. Johnson, of Michigan, to be consul for 
‘the port of Matanzas, in the place of Thomas M. 
Rodney, recalled. 

Navy officers. Cornelius Valanstine, to be a lieut. 
‘in the navy, from the Ilth day of April, 1845, at 
.which time he was promoted to fill a vaeancy. 

George W. Doty, to be a lieutenantin the navy 
from the 14th day of May, 1845, at which time he 
' was promoted to filla vacancy created by the re- 
signation of tieut. William A. Jones. 

Washington Sherman, to de an assistant surgeon 
‘in the navy from the 26th day of April, 1845, to fill 
‘a vacancy occasioned hy the death of assistant sur- 
'geon, William Pitt Canning. 

Felix Grundy Mason, to be a second lieut. in the 
| miarine corps, from the 14th day of Nov. 18435, at 
which time he was appointed to fill a vacancy oc- 
casioned by the death of lieut. Robert D. faylor. 

David Harlan, now a passed assistant surgeon, to 
be asurgeon in the navy, from the 6th day of Decem- 
ber, 1845, to fill a vacancy created by - the resigna- 
tion of surgeon John Haslett. 

Distreet attorneys. Solomon W. Downs, to be at- 
'torney of the U. States for the district of Louisiana, 
|}in the place of Balie Peyton, removed. 

Thomas M. Pettit, to ve attorney of the U. States 
for the eastern district of Pennsylvania, in the place 
of Henry M. Watts, removed. 

Thomas G. Gantt, to be attorney of the U. States 
for the district of Missouri, in the place of Win. M. 
McPherson, removed. 

Charies Linsely, to be attorney of the U. States 
for the district of Verniont, in the place of Charles 
Davis, whose congiussion had expired. 
| Jotin D. Lawson, to be attorney of the LD. States 
for the western district of Peausyivania, 1a the piace 
of William O’Hara Robinson, removed. 
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Franklin Pierce, to be attorney of the U. States 
for the district: of nom Hampshire, in the place of 
Eastman, removed. 
“a Rantoul, jr. to be attorney of the United 
States for the district of Maanieenieeerin in the place 
lin Dexter, removed. 
on Ww. Bartiey, to be attorney of the United 
States for the Margit of Ohio, in the place of Chas. 
removed. 
ANwillinn F. Allen, to be attorney of the United 
States for the northern district of New York, in the 
place of Joshua A. Spencer, removed. 

Wm. L. Marshall, to be attorney of the U. States 
for the district of Maryland, in the place of Z. Collins 
——.. Haines, to be attorney of the United 
States for the district of Maine, in the place of Gor- 

igned. 
“_ near oy customs. Dillon Jordon, to be col- 
lector of the customs for the district, and inspector 
of the revenue for the port of Pensacola, in the state 
of Florida, vice Robert Mitchell, removed. 

Isaac H. Wright, to be navy agent for the port of 
Boston, in the state of Massachusetts, in place of J. 
Vincent Browne, removed. 

Samuel Cushman, to be navy agent for the port of 
Portsmouth, in the state of New Hampshire, in place 
of Timothy Upham, resigned. 

Joseph White, to be navy agent fer the port of 
Baltimore, in the. state of Maryland, in place of 
Samuel McClellan, removed. 

Walker Anderson, to be navy agent for the port 
of Pensacola, in the state of Florida, ip..place of 
Jackson Morton, whose commission has expired. 

Land officers. Daniel B. Richardson, to be regis- 
ter of the land office for the district of Jands subject 
to sale at Ouachita, in the state of Louisiana, vice 
Henry O. McElnery, removed. é 

Hardy Holmes, reappointed receiver of public 
moneys for the district of lands subject to sale at 
Ouachita, in the state of Louisiana, his former com- 

issi ing expired. 
ee : oles to be receiver of public mo- 
neys for the district of lands subject to sale at Green 
Bay, in the territory of mvasoonaln, vice Stoddard 

e commission expired. 
ee Henry Campbell, to be deputy 
postmaster at Rochester, in the state of New York, 
in the place of S. S. Andrews, removed. 

John K. White, Reading, Pennsylvania, in place 


of Charles Troxwell, whose commission expired. 


John McClintock, Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, 
in place of David D. Durborrow, removed. 
Hart L. Stewart, Chicago, Illinois, in place of 
; t, removed. - 
We Winer, St. Louis, Missouri, in place of 
Samuel B. Churchill, removed. 
George M. Horton, Geneva, New oe in place 
Rees, whose commissivn expired. — 
‘on M. Doty, Ogdensburg, New York, in place 
of P. B. Fairfield, whose commission expired. 
Thomas B. Hahn, Canandaigua, New York, in 
lace of J. M. Wheeler, whose commission expired. 
David P. Brewster, Demesrs New York, in place 
Cochran, removed. re 
“fre Rathburn, -eona New York, in place 
. C. Beardsley, removed. . 
of Wiltiom WwW. nk Ueaeanee, New York, in place 
Ragnor, removed. ws 
any maker. Galena, Illinois, in place of 
t W. Carson, removed. rely. 
ian W. McCorkle, Dayton, Ohio, in place of 
ir, removed. ) 
Thedeniel Rawls, Columbia, South Carolina, in 
place of A. H. Gladden, whose commission expired. 
Wm. G. Smith, Macon, Georgia, in place of K. 
hose commission expired. 
"Gedo Crawford, Cincinnati, Ohio, in place of 
W.H.H. Taylor, whose commission expired. 
Jacob Medary, Columbus, hes in place of John 
ill hose commission exp.red. — 
‘oo C. Everts, Toledo, Ohio, in place of An- 
imers, resigned. , 
os F. Tome. Frankfort, Kentucky, ia 
place of Williain Hardin, resigned. _ 
Jobn Forsyth, Columbus, Georgia, in place of G. 
W. E. Bedell, whose commission expired. © 
Thomas J. Read, Louisville, Kentucky, in place 
. H. by, removed. are 
ee O'Neal, Steubenville, Ohio, in place 
of William Collins, whose commission expired. 
DIPLOMATIC JOURNAL. 
Consul at Rio. The same writer states, that the 
resident has withdrawn his nomination of Mr. 
are for this station, adding that his nomination 
was opposed upou the ground of Mr. T. having in 
some way been connected with Mr. Walker’s de- 
tention of Mr. Thompson’s appointment to the U. 8. 
senate by the governor of Mississippi. 





the pen of a highly respectable citizen of N. York 

of scientific attainments and great practical know- 

ledge. { Baltimore American.. 
From the National Intelligeneer. 

Messrs. Gates & Searon: It is often asserted that, 
in the event of a sudden declaration of war against 
us by England, we should be likely to get, (for the 
first year at least) very much the worst of it, owing 
to her efficient preparation and our want of it. What 
injury British cruisers could inflict upon our com- 
merce | do not know, but they have merchant ships 
at sea as well as ourselves, and, as it is a game that 
two can play at, the advantages are not likely to be 
allon one side. With regard to the apprehended 
destruction of our cities on the sea board, I believe 
this danger may be very much lessened, or perhaps 
entirely warded off, and at an expense comparatively 
trifling. The suggestion will at least cost nothing. 
The government, in 1841, appointed a board of army 
and navy officers to assemble at Sandy Hook, to 
witness some experiments to be made by my brother 
Edwin and myself, to show the effect of shot and 
shells upen wrought iron, and to report the result 

Commodore Stewart was at the head of the naval, 
and col. Totten at the head of the army committee. 
A target, two or three feet wide by four or five feet 
high and four and a half inches thick,made of wrought 
iron plates riveted together, was set up at thirty 
yards from the gun, that the initial velocity, and of 
course greater effect, of the shot might be obtained. 
Many of different sized shot, varying from twenty- 
four to sixty-four pounds weight, together with a 


shot were, in every instance, broken into minute frag- 
ments. No vestige of the twenty-four pound shot re- 
mained; of the sixty-four pound shot, a small core, 
an inch or an inch and a half in diameter, was left 
in the indentation made—the exterior surface of the 
ball was entirely dissipated. As to the shells, they 
were broken to pieces, leaving scareely a mark to 
show where they had struck. A man would have 
been as safe from shot or shel] behind this shield as 
if he had been thirty miles instead of thirty yards 
from the muzzle of the gun. 


By referring to the report of the board of officers, 
made at the time, you will find this proved. Should 
ocular demonstration of its truth be wanted, the go- 
vernment may satisfy themselves by making the ex- 
periment. It can be done in half a day, and at an 
expense of fifty dollars. 1 would propose then to 
construct an tron shield for every gun not alread 
protected by a battery, as an additional defence to 
such cities or harbors as may be deemed insecurely 
fortified. Those shields should be large enough and 
no larger than necessary to protect as many men as 
are required to work the gun. A shield four inches 
thick, ten feet long, and seven feet high, hinged to- 
gether in such handy panels as to admit of being ar- 
ranged in an angular or semicircular form, and as 
easily set up or removed as the gun itself, would, in 
my opinion, be a perfect protection from either shot 
or shell. If this be true, then, (as I aver it to be), 
what would be the effect of one hundred or five 
hundred guns, so shielded, upon a fleet of wooden 
vessels? If the guns be manned by Yankees, and 
charged with hot shot or shells, those who make the 
trial will find it much easier to get within than with- 
out the range of such missiles. 

" Satisfy a man that he is safer behind this shield 
than he can be any where else within striking dis 
tance of a shot, and you will be in no want of men 
to work as many guns as the government may choose 
to furnish. What sort of a fight would a seventy- 
four make with one gun so protected? The one pre- 
sents a surface of two hundred feet long by fifteen or 
twenty feet high, and vulnerable at every point; the 
other a surface of ten feet by seven, and invulnerable: 
a single shell might sink the one, while a thousand 
would be as harmless to the other as so many eggs 
thrown against a wall. The weight of the shield 
compareu to that of the ball is so great as to pre- 
clude the possibility of its being thrown down or 
even moved by the shock of the heaviest shot carried 
at present by a vessel of war. If they get heavier 
guns, get thicker shields. How many guns so shield- 
ed it would require to protect a harbor or city, the 
gentiemen of the army and navy are best able to 
say. lam satisfied that the greatest bungler that 
ever applied a match wouid not fail, under such eir- 
cumstances to hit a ship. 

‘hose who have witnessed the effect of an Ame- 
rican shell, fairly embedded in a wooden wall, will 
be at no loss to predict the fate of a vessel pierced 
by such a missile. The cities might have their guns 
and shields as they have their fire engines, ready al 
the ringing of a bell to take the station, previously 
assigned them. ‘The wharves and shores of New 
York and New Jersey, in an hour’s time, might bristle 





with cannon more difficult to dismount or silence 


Harpor perences. The following article is York| than any ever pointed at a foe. No forts, and but 


number of the heavier shells, were fired into it. The | 


ee cee, 


ae, 


little expense of either men or money, would be re. 
quired. Companies would be formed-as fire com. 
panies are, ready and willing to serve a8 many guns 
as the government or ci.y would furnish them. The 
weight of a target ten feet long, seven feet bigh, ang 
four inches thick, (which at the distance the guns 
would probably be fired, would be thick enough) 
will weigh 7,500 Ibs.; little more than a load for a 
good four horse team. Its cost would be $750. To 
protect one hundred guns wouid cost seventy-five 
thousand dollars. What a fort constructed of stone, 
(and much less efficient), with all its paraphernalia 
and et ceteras, would cost, 1 do not know; perhaps 
ten or twenty times as much. 


In the stone fort, the wide embrasures render the 
guns liable to be dismounted. With the iron there js 
no such danger. The aperture need be bul little 
larger than the muzzle of the gun, to give a much 
wider range than can be had from any embrasure, 
The irou defence has another advantage: its front 
may be changed or its position shifted to any spot 
rendered by circumstances more desirable. Less 
than half an inch of iron will protect a soldier from 
a musket or a rifle shot. A breast work to covera 
front of five hundred feet might be carried in twenty 
ordinary wagons, and set down or taken up with ag 
much facility as a gun and its carriage can be placed 
in or removed from its position. There is iron enough 
in the country to make in one or two months’ time 
as many shields as would be required. It is true, the 
simple riveting together of iron plates of any thick. 
ness, the commonest blacksmith can execute. Every 
town or exposed place might have a gun and fort of 
itsown. Fortunately for us we wish, (or ought to 
wish) but to repel the attacks of others. 


These shields, together with such a steamship as 
the government has authorised R. L. Stevens to 
build, will put it in our power. A steamship or bat- 


shot or shells, and capable of moving with greater ra. 
pidity than any other ship afloat, will, in my judg- 
ment, be more than a match for the largest fleet of 
wooden vessels that England, or any other power 
can bring into the bay, or against the city of New 
York. With great respect, your obedient servant, 
Joun C. Srevens. 
New York, January 1846. 
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Strate oF Lone Istanp. A convention was held 
in Brooklyn on the 20th ult. to concoct measures 
designed to erect Long island into an independent 
sovereignty, and resolutions adopted to petition con- 
gress forthwith, and take measures at least for mak- 
ing Brooklyn a port of entry immediately. 





MassacHusetts—Paupers. The secretary of the 
commonwealih has prepared an abstract of pauper 
returns for 1845, in all the towns but eleven in the 
state, which exhibits the following results: 


Paupers relieved or supported, 14,161 
Having legal settlements in town, 7,871 
Paupers supported by the stale, 5,837 
State paupers who are foreigners, 3,582 
Insane relieved or supported, 619 
Idiots ¢ ° 385 
Made paupers by intemperance, 6,854 


Net expense of supporting ail paupers, $301,360— 
of which amount the state pays $90,168. 

There are 187 alms-houses in the state, in which 
there have been 6,579 persons the past year, of 
whom 3,335 are unable to Jabor, supported at an ave- 
rage weekly expense of 87 cents. There have been 
6,974 persons aided or supported out of the alms 
house, at an average weekly expense of 82 cents.— 
The estimated value uf iabor performed in alms- 
houses, has been $21,691. 

The above presents a horrid picture of poverty 
among ourselves; but bad as it is, we believe the 
statement looks better than any other state io the 
union can present. Nearly one-half of the paupers 
have become so by intemperance. 

[Boston Times. 





Vermont—Governor Slade on Peace. Governor 
Slade in his recent message, thus speaks of this = 
jest in response to a communication from the — 
society. ‘It would seem necessary to do little y 
than to announce this otject to secure for it the ! 
vorable consideration of the rulers of every chris- 
tian people. War is the greatest of all the gl 
ties that ever afflicted the human race; and yet | 
world, after having been involved in its crimes, vs 
felt the terrific sweep of its desolations for near ad 
ty centuries, seems but just awaking from the de 
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spirit ‘and principles of a religion whose all-perva- 
ding element is love, 
Our own country, more perhaps than almost any 


other, needs this awakening influence. The free- |. 


dom happily enjoyed by our people, seems to engen- 
der the restless spirit favorable to war, while it re- 
eeives additional impulse from the popular appeals 
incident to our system of free suffrage—appeals 
made often by men who love distinction and excite- 
ment more than their country,—while their appeals 
act on minds in no condition, from the association of 
numbers, and other causes, to feel their individual 
responsibility for the crimes and consequences of 


ar. 
While the spirit of peace, and a scrupulous re 
gard to justice will, by their silent influence, check, 
if they do nut entirely subdue, the spirit of aggres- 
sion, they will not necessarily prevent the occur- 
rence of international difficulties, nor in the present, 
if ina future state of the world, supersede the ne- 
cessity of some formal provision for their adjust- 
ment. This necessity suggests a resort to the prin- 
ciple of arbitration, and the introduction into 
treaties hetween nations, of stipulations to that ef- 
fect. 

It is to the furtherance of this object by acting on 
the public sentiment of our own country and the 
world, that the American Peace Society, solicits the 
action of the General Assembly of this state; and I 
could hardly be invited to the performance of a 
more grateful duty, than to become the medium of 
asking your attention to it, and recommending, as | 
do, such action as may in your wisdom, most effec- 
tually lend the influence of this state in the further- 
ance of this great movement of peace on earth, and 
good will towards men. 

I must be permitted to add an expression of the 
sense | entertain of the great value of the efforts of 
the friends of peace through the organization of 
Pesce societies, in dispelling the delusion so long 
prevalent in regard to war. The results thus far of 
the quiet and persevering efforts of these associa- 
tions have furnished a most gratifying illustration of 
the silent power of truth, in the hands of christian 
benevolence, to reform and save the world.” 

These extracts are only a part of Gov. Slade’s 
noble testimony on peace, the noblest ever yet ut- 
tered by any ruler. We deem the example worthy 
of all imitation. 





Maryann. In proof of the extent to which “‘er- 
ror of opinion may be tolerated, so Jong as truth is 
left free to combat it,” the little squad of repudia- 
tors in Carroll county having been allowed rope 
to the very end of the tether, now that pay day is 
likely to come in earnest, take a last desperate turn 
towards the United States supreme court under pre- 
tence of their interposing to save them from the 
payment of our state tax. 

Repudiation in Carroll county. On the 17th inst. 
they held a preliminary meeting at Westminister— 
James Keefer in the chair, assisted by John Male- 
horn, with Wm. G. Mathias as secretary-—and adopt- 
ed the following preamble and resolution, to carry 
which into effect will requiie a sum equal to the 
whole amount of their taxes for several years: 

Whereas the governor of the state of Maryland 
has at last, after several ineffectual appointments, 
succeeded in obtaining a man to accept the office of 
collector of the direct taxes of Carrol] county, who 
has already made his appointments to meet the peo- 
ple for that purpose; and whereas, if speedy mea- 
sures are not adopted, all efforts to counteract the 
collection thereof niay be also ineffectual; and where- 
as also, it is the determination of the tax payers 
of this county to test the constitutionality of the 
laws levying and collecting said taxes; therefore, in 
order to bring about as soon as possible, the means 
by which said laws are to be tested, be it 

Resolved, That a general meeting of the tax payers 
of Carrell county be held on Saturday, the 21st of 
February next, at 1 o’clock P. M. at the court house 
in Westminster, for the purpose of devising ways 
and means to take the question of constilutionality 
of said direct tax up to the supreme court of the U. 
States. 





Pennsytvania. The legislature has several finan- 
tial projects under consideration, contemplating a 
more efhcient means of meeting the annual interest 
upon the state debt, and for proving a sinking fund 
for its ultimate extinguishment. An additional tax 
Upon estates of descendants, 1s proposed. The as- 
sessed real and personal property, in the state ina 
round sum, is, 400,000,000. It is supposed that the 
actual value of such property is nearly double that 
amount. Supposing that only 15,000,000 of the 
Whole changed hands every year, a tax of two per 
cent. on that amount would produce $300,000. An 
a*pedient is suggested, of allowing owners of pro- 


VQ eee 





perty to pay in state stock their proportion of the 
state debt, and to give them a release from future 
taxes on said property. 

Prompt poyment. The semi annual interest upon 
the state debt fell due on the Ist inst. The money 
was in the Pennsylvania bank of Philadelphia to 
meet the payment on demand. 

Carbondale coal mine tragedy. One of those awful 
incidents to which miners are liable, overwhelmed 
the Carbondale community on the 12th ult. The 
piers and superstructure intended for the support of 
the body of earth above the shaft of the coal mine 
proved inadequate. Five or six acres fell burying a 
number of laborers that were employed within.— 
The whole neighborhood: of course repaired to the 
spotin hope of exhuming some of the victims. A 
very few were rescued—and although two hundred 
men have been at work every hour since the accident 
occured, they have not yet succeeded In reaching 
the bodies of those who are known to be in the mine, 
and who, it is feared, have now perished from fa- 
mine, if they were not immediately killed. Fifteen 
men are known to nave been entombed. 

Vireinta. Finances.—Auditor’s report of the amount 
rece ved during t! e fiscal year ending 1 October 1845. 
Tax on lots and lands, $239,070 18 


Slaves, 80,415 O04 
Horses, &c., 32,523 00 
atches, 13,787 50 
Clocks, 9,177 00 
Coaches, stages, &c., 24,206 05 
Pianos, 5,186 00 
Gold and silver plate, 2,356 19 
Interest cr profits on money, 11.566 35 
Yearly income over $400, 4,803 76 
Money on hand, 255 70 
Attorneys, 3,395 00 
Physicians, 3,700 00 
Dentists, 205 00 
Bridges, 160 11 
Ferries, 189 13 
Newspapers, 294 00 
Cullateral inheritances, 595 86 
Licences to Merchants, 97,304 62 
Pedlars, 3,328 00 
Ordinary keepers, 18,910 11 
Private entertainment, 3,439 74 
Venders of lottery tickets, 15,000 00 
Exhibitors of shows, 181 00 
Insurance officers, 2,513 86 
Proprietors of stallions, 5,417 00 





$577,979 26 
5,500 00 


Making an aggregate of 
Deduct as the estimated amount of insol- 
vents, overcharges, &c. 





$572,479 26 

Expenses of collection and sherifl’s com- 

missions, at 5 per cent. $28,623 96 
Do. of 23 per cent. for prompt 

paymeiit, estimated at 10,800 00—-39,423 96 
Leaving a nett ballance of revenue, of $533,055 30 

Mineral Riches.—Few states of this Union possess 
more abundant mineral! riches that the state of Verginia, 
yet undeveloped, according to an article in the January 
number of Hunts Magazine, there are twelve gold mines 
in Guechland County, fifieen in Orange, twelve in Cul- 
peppr, twenty six in Spottsylvania, ten in Stafford and 
six in Fauquier—making a total of eighty gold mines— 
Iron abounds in many parts of the state—Bytuminous 
coal occurs at intervals over a tract of 35 miles from 
South Ann River, nearits mouth on the Appomatax. 
It is fuund in abundance in various counties of the state. 
In Chesterfield County a shaft has been sunk 720 feeg 
below the surface, and a sean of fine coal has been puc 
trated eleven fect. 








Sourn Carouwa. JWedical students. There are 
two hundred studente now attending lectures at the 
college, Charleston, 8S. C. 





AnasBama. The southern railroad. The charter for 
the southern railroad from West Point, Georgia, by 
Montgomery, Ala. across the state in the direction 
of Jackson, Miss. has passed both branches of the 
Alabama legislature, and been signed by the go- 
vernor. The charter appears to be a liberal one. 

Inpiana. Retrieving Credit.—Sincerely do we re- 
joice to learn that measures have been adopped by which 
the state of Indiana provides for a payment of one half 
of the interest upon her state debt, and her creditors ar- 
range to take the proceeds of the Wabash and Erie 
cana! in payment for the other half, and engage to finish 
said canal in order to make it available. ‘The state will 
be relieved, its creditors remunerated, and the Improve- 
ments completed. 

The bill to effect these objects, passed the senate by a 
vote 32 to 15, and the house by 61 to 33. Itfis based 
upon the propositiun. 





Wisconstn—Brooms. According to the Milwaukie 
Gazette, 400 acresof broom corn were raised in 
the township of West Troy, Walworth county, W. 





T. from which 120,000 brooms will be manufactur- 
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ed ard ready for market by the opening of naviga™ 
tiom The whole amount realized to the people of 
that town from this article is estimated at $15,000. 
Eighty thousand of these brooms, it is farther stated, 


will be shipped at Milwaukie for the east, early in 
the spring. 


Wisconsin. Total Exports from_ Southport.—The 
business of this go-ahead port, especially in bread stuffs, 
is greatly on the increase, and the gross value of the ex- 
ports also show a large increase. The principal articles 


shipped off in 1845, were: 


Wheat bush. 188,252 | Deer bdls.15 
Flour bbls. 1,300 | Sheep pelts 12 
Wool Ib. 7,928 | Furs and 
Hides 38,440 | Seed value. $817 
Calf Skins 1,800 

Total value of all exports $143,361 


Among the imports noticed, is 4,130,000 feet Lumber, 
and 2,656 M.Shingles. ‘Then quantity of Salt and Mer- 
chandise, which are considerable items, are not noticed 
by the American. 


The comparative export for three seasons, with the 
value of all, has been: 


1843. 1844, 1845. 

Wheat bush. 72,000 122,430 188,252 
Flour bbls. 400 1,235 1,300 
Wool Ib. 1,000 3,910 7,928 
Tota! value $64 216 $88,994 $143,671 


[Buffalo Commercial Advertiser. 





Micnican. Southernrailroad. During the period 
embraced within three months, from Ist September, 
to Ist December, there was received from the south- 
ie railroad, at Monroe, Michigan, the following ar- 
ticles: 

W heat. Flour. Ashes, cks. Staves, M. 

126,030 26,820 400 769 
During the same period there was forwarded from 
Monroe to various places in the interior of Michigan 
912 tons mdse. 


Mount Clemens. The people of this section of 
Michigan are moving in reference to the improve- 
ment of their rivers. Ata recent meeting held there, 
the committee represent that in their opinion a por- 
tion of the public money can in no way be made in 
a greater degree to promote the general good than 
applying the same to the improvement of the har- 
bor, and building a light house at Belvidere, at the 
mouth of Clinton river, on lake St. Clair; and far- 
ther to show the importance of the proposed im- 
provements, the memorial gives the following as the 
amount of business done at Mount Clemens, through 
the Clinton river for the last season, viz: 

Exports—100,000 bushels wheat, 20,000 bbls. flour, 
3,000,000 staves, 10,000 tons, 500 tons pot and pearl 
ashes, 200 bbls. seed, 100,000 feet ship timber. 


Imports. 500 tons merchandise, 3,000 bbls. salt. 
And it is estimated by the business part of commu- 
nity, that in the coming season the business will be 
increased two fold. { Buffalo Adver. 


Colored colony. The Detroit Daily Advertiser 
states that a project is on foot to establish a colony 
or community of the colored people, on the state or 
government lands north of the Grand River, in Mi- 
chigan. An agent from Xenia, Ohio, has been out 
to look at the country, and to make a report to his 
brethren in that state. The purpose is to buy a large 
tract, equal to one of the organized counties, and 
settle it exclusively with the colored race. They 
think in this way—the legislature will be forced to 
give them political and municipal rights and privi- 
leges. 

Frormpa. Apalachicola Trade.—Statement of the Do- 
mestie and Foreign exports and imports, &c. together 
with the number of vessels entered, their tonnage, and 
number of men employed, during the year ending Sept. 





30, 1845. 
Amount cotton to foreign ports., bales 61,285 
Do. coastwise ports, 92,003 
Total bales 153,388 
Value of exports, foreign $1,534,625 00 
Do. coastwise 2,290,075 00 
$3,834,700 00 
Value of dutiable imports $24,842 72 
Free Goods 
Number of vessels entered— 
Ships and Barques 95 
Brigs 61 
Schooners 88 
er 247 
Tonnage employed— 
Ships, &e. tons, 71,323 
River Sieamers, (16,) 2400 
73,723 
Number of men employed 2,317 


The above estimate is made at $25 pe bale for cotton. 
0 


Of other coastwise exports, such as ‘Tobacco, Lumber, 





&c., no record has been kept. 


a 


per eek) - 


we 





2 ee ace les ee ae os at RRL le 
Lal 2 2 
















































































































































































































































wees mee nt ne AIOE AP ENED pm ae 


- a ee ba 
tee 











Br, 


an cn aw, ener oF ihe, Smarr 
5 ACRE Vig eae Re Ais. ene b po homes 
perm: gn. tal -_ - +! 


fe 


So. sl ete lap ot 


858 





NILES NATIONsaL KREGISTER——- FEBRU 


oe ee ee 





ARY 7,1846--TRADE ANDJCOOMMERCE. 




















TRADE AND COMMERCE. ed within the last seven years, and the tonnage 7m a: anil ‘ts MANU —_ aa 
YE ag ereniet Bropor ign bh number and tonnage of the peti tat, 1844 
; COAL TRADE. e Miner’ several classes of vessels at th i ) i : os . ; 
pibiehed at | dtisville, in Pahievituaie’ te tlowmel, aga els at the two periods were as fol Pomesiic spirits Bt. ee an, $298 592 
statistics relating to the product and population of the| q_.. ; Number. —_ Tonnage. | Furniture 2,177,400 ** pre 
ee From these we select a few of general in- Sailing vessels in bs 23,000 2,650. ‘Bar and pig lead ar 00 ree 
ra. : 3 23.11 0| Pig j z 672 
The coal trade for 1845. . The following is the official | Steam vessels in 1837 iS ink oe itor ps abl pened s $6,330 
quantity of coal sentto market f i -eni hi re 1844 i on 944,900 37,796 
1 t from the different regions ; 900 114,000 | Domestic woo! 867,200 ‘ 7 
in 184 9 compared with 1544: This last number of vessels is supposed to be of a pot ‘ per 1 584. 600 ** 1,1 £0,720 
mat 1845. 1844. Increased. a a power of 70,000 horses. There are 390 vessels of | Salt "175.013 bris. sane 
R roe $20,237 441,491 375.845 | ‘ess than 50 tons burthen. 510 above that size, the latter Ck fain a 
ene 263,559 398,443 decrease. | FYOTNGINE ay tons. Of these vessels, 679 are owned in Total value $3,489 670 
' — eng Fie ihe Scotland, and 84 in Ireland. Vessels | Merchandize 492,3000 Ibs. 86153 
Lehich she 839,934 243,862 when in i a are, of course, not included.— ; 1834. 108 
a cand bs a4 aos ane 54,259 ent ta ; FF ee There are belonging to the} Domestic spirits 1 588 601 gall. $444 899 
4 69, 51,005 18,464 | PO AP on steam vssels, to Newcastle 147, Liv- | Leather 15 363.925 lbs. 2,765,508 
P arre 176,401 124,906 63,495 | rpool 45, Bristol 87, Efull 25, Sunderland 28, Suathamp- | Furniture 2 561.624 « 256,16 
Sharmolin 47,928 34916 13,012 | ton 22, 70 in Glasgow, 36 in Dublin, &¢. The whole} Bar and pig lead 223 600 8930 
mokin 10,000 13,087 eA | of steam vesseis belonging to the French com- | Pig iron 8,031 218 “ 140546 
rer epee ot ae sips eyes is sony. 110. The French military marine | Troi ware 4,665,388 “ 186,615 
Tesiee 1,669 vereatec?) to the English, in the number and tonnage of} Domestic woolens 1,407,529 lbs. 1,900,099 
8nd eee) “cottons 1,879,446 “ 582,628 
Increase in 1845, 390,005 o Salt 172,968 bris. 147,023 
The Schuylkill region still maintains the position sh of all tho. pre 4 LAr Dee Binnonnen ofthe vies 5 439 94 
had held sincé 1832, in furnishing more ti no i‘ she Hud e property which cleared from and came to the Total value $6,432,959 
supply of anthracite coal sent to Matket Seep ‘thaineea ssibaieebesekn ahr near, FEAP 008 Ah Rieke yp vd 
commenced in 1820 up to the begin ing of 1846, the . A$6. ds a Ne nes f 
supply from all sources amounted “4 : 13,467 OOM pone Cleared “33 142.403 "as 153 Soe } li d cl Poe 
O ne quently the Schuylkill region fur- : nd Shit 56,453,996 rc saggnnetiers 4 ee _ Ab oe 
nishe 7.39: “ aan thin man re ogee speanet 4 ots wenn! 
All other regions only 607485 “ Excess in 1845 om ‘a es ara sects) ann rye a! Ss 2 Pe 
--——— Statement of all the Yo A — cl 
In favor of the Sch ‘ ie property which came to the Hud. era monn 
Surtees te Wank Peal bet wouitty forniatiea ieee . son river on the canals, in 1844 and 1845, with the quan. Total value $2,328,526 
All viher counties, only he Pha Sh 7 ren estimated value of each article, in Albany and S , acl ai'asecane’t 1845, 9s 
: 904 : Stone, lime and clay 5 344,593 Ibs. 3,016 
Excess in favor of Schuylkill county 24] 770 es Ra SORE Lager | ph pe 37 656 
Within tke last five years the coal trade has more than ; 1844, Ss sot _— page nen ns 119,496 
doubled. In 1840, 865,414 tons were sent to market, and | Furs and peltry 30300 IE, er 010% sc eapir wet —e 
”P rogr ees of am ay pce foe > secs — Boards and scantling 232,434,700 fi. “001691 Total value $2,559,608 
iness.— 2 i e » ’ ’ ’ A 
of engines engaged in the Coal Catnees of ey peo Tinker ostaae ~ pp et. si edie ae 5 
nes up to | exinning of 1845, was 41 | Staves 7 533.000 Ihe 390"131 Forest 545.202 tons A 7.716.032 
ggregate ho 1a ’ ‘ : to . te 
There weed built Ratnetthe dancinehs te 1278 | — 16 550 cords. 114.737; Agriculture 383 363 ** 21 020 065 
Potiovilley fosieelliery purposes ' ne, 1es 80,646 rls. 1,774,212 a nate 7 os 4 3,489.670 
‘ : —-_._._.._.. | Merchandise 46 ° 86,153 
Do Agategsie hotee power 380 . Total value $7,716,032 Other articles 62.627 “ 2,328,526 
, 845. —— pa 
Aggregate horse power 360 Furs and peltry _ 708,749 Ibs, $873.436 Total 1,031,395 ‘ $34,649,446 
wile = penne and scantling 237,924,666 ft. 4,044.720 1845. 
Making the total number or stationary shgines enga- Timber 2 its 66: m pot gate yp rit ye iti a reso 
ged in “ trade 68, with an aggregate power of 2018| Staves 139 754 300 ie myer vi on ell enaee ' Sane 
orses— 5 ro aes dy . 28,598 | res ’ Vs 432, 
having been added + the taat year. Pibcthaere ee 17,696 corde. $6,253 | Merchandize 253 * 88,497 
Cotes oh. nae Ashes 69,668 bris. 4.393.360 | Other articles 99,321 “ 3,559,658 
CaTTLE Fe ag mt or yp pyr) + Hea York. Total value $7,759,596 Total 1,204,943 $45 452.301 
“a ; “oo 3 Sh AGRICULTURE. Statement of property cleared from the Hudson river 
pe ay 5 ae pid p ; 1844, on all the canals in 1844 and 1545, value of such proper- 
January 4950 498, ryt air 63,646 bris. $572,814 | ty, tolls and number of boats cleared. 
February 3 950 476 5 000 ell eet 250,000 Boats c! d Bt PD et 
: 3,0U oats cleare 9 3! 
——_ ee Ee 2: eo | Cieeene 26,674,500 Ibs. 1,333,725 | Tons 203.699 224.013 
a reo ro — Butter and lard 22,596.300 * 2,716,909 | Value $53 142.403 $55,453 998 
Sane 4167 rt rae a 7,672,300 ** 2,915 474 Tolls $682,068 $727,482 
uly 5,750 25 ‘¢ ‘ ‘ East Inpia AND Pacific rrape. Arrivals from ports 
August 5,800 130 he eg Bt ied 2,222 204 bris. 9,999,918) beyond the cape of Guod Hope, during the year 1846. 
’ , 14,400| Wheat 1.262.249 ‘ ; ring y 
September 8,865 185 23,185! Rye 62.9 bush. 1,211,759} At Poston 47 Baltimore 4 
October 6,874 206 . 16,000 Corn ent re 43,506 New York 62 Other ports 3 
November 6,497 165 —11.400| Barle A: i 8.931! Salem 12 — 
December 6,377 300 12.500 | Oth f aj , rig en 527,410 Total 128 
emopret iets conan Bran hd hi stuff 1 Saas ‘i 396,618 Of the 62 at New York. 44 were from Canton, and of 
66,278 3.955  116,445| Peas and yh ’ 51°176 % 393,153 | these 44, 26 were Salem vessels, and several belonging 
Value $2,319,730 $78,990 $349,335 | Potateos i8%63 32.464 | to other porst East of New York, chartered on Boston 
Aggregate value $2,748,055 | Dried fruit 1.999 6.905! account. ‘This will account for the arrivals being s0 
weal 443, deel ru oe tanh Ibs, 103,952 | much Jarger at N York than they have been at Boston. 
Pa A statement has been prepared by the trea-| ‘Tobacco Pi ‘“ 5,971; During the year, the whole number of clearances 10 the 
y department exhibiting the amount of the banking} Clover and gras 35,079 | different ports in the United States for East India ports, 
capital of the United States. ‘The period of the feveren | Piemated seaba gis ge “a 321,636! and ports beyond cape Horn, have been 150, of which, 
is near January, 1845. The returns give the— 7 F. Shieiy 4.000 62,230} Boston claims the largest number, there being 29 more 
a Hops 13)9 700 * ' 
She ome of banks 571 wey, 171,561 . pag a = ry re the other ports in the U. States 
10le number of branches 126 : value —— | New York included. 
Capital $197,053 san | Total value $21,020,055| ‘There has been quite an increase in the trade since 
L aa ASSETS. : | Pork 45.153 br! 1845, parapet iy Nearly all the East Jndia trade of New York is 
Loans and discounts $282,165,306 ef “4 eee. , on Eastern account. ; 
Stocks 19,031,871 ell 67,699 * 507,743| In former years, Salem bore off the palm for business 
Real e: tate 416 990.031 631,700 Ibs. 118,299 | in the East India line, having at one time about 100 sai 
Other investments 10,145,140 see ot aan tae re 1,621,000| of vessels engaged in it, being more than was engaged 
Due by other banks 28,663,673 Bed £59 3,055,564 | at all the other ports in the United States. ‘I recollect, 
N on Lard 3,064,800 «* ve ival 
3 otes of —— banks on hand 11.918,802 Wool 9504029 * 2 946'252 at th : Cre peD, fear ant Adakaeae ane ° 
pecie funds 6,779, 150 ; oe : Z, 52| at that port in 1820, from Sumatra, brought a report © 
Specie 43,200,555 nom titan : 36,627 | 36 sail of vessels on the coast, belonging to Salem, be- 
' LIABILITIES. Wheat pd :250 bris. 14,021,081 | sides 7 belonging to Boston, and commanded by Salem 
er $97,210.662 Rye Breet y bush. hae ef —_ were on Salem account. Since the year 1524 
e posits , . ds, a P 4 y iness se 
Due to other banks 26°979 307 uel , Bh ~ 21,479 one Sos te sot Fes alae penmeys poker gy ‘that 
Other liabilities __ 5,214,244 Other rains 1 294,609 “s 671,371 | port from ports in the East Indies for the last 15 years 
This gives the condition of all the specie paying banks} Bran tide ship staff oer eee - 491,951! has not averaged 20 during any one year. At the pre- 
that were in operation on or near January, Ist, 1845, ex-| Peas and be ip stu 067,665 . 160,150] sent time they have engaged in the trade but abou! 22 oF 
South C: a are, one in Maryland, znd nine in Porasses wr heed pa e 38°076 Be ome panmncle eg Se og deny ee 
arolina, having an aggregate capital of $7,380,-| Dri ’ , oston.” ; 
308. , +e aa ‘athe . 32,477| ‘The Salem Register cays: the writer must be mistaken 
rel ee , eral ‘ yen Ibs. pitt in regard ‘0 the hyreher of Balen yeapels raid engeer 
TONNAGE. — e ritish Government h “ ’ ’ in the trade. A gentleman who read the 4 ove acc 
lately caused to be published a statement of the eas over. apd grass seed e ee r: 221/284 | immediately wrote down from memory the names OF | 
and tonnage of the mercantile sailing and steam vessels,| Hops ,303,960 166.079| Salem vessels, and there must be others that escaped him 
belonging to the several ports of that country. The num- . 874,200 “ 167,356| for the moment. If other ports obtain the bene t of our 
ber of the last description of vessels has greatly increas- Total value $97,612,291 — pray, gentlemen, give Salem the credit of owner 
3 3 snip. 
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Sup BuinvInc In New York. The number, class 
nad ionnage of vessels, builtand on the stocks at the 
close of 1845, in the port of New York. is as follows: 

Launched. Tonnage. On Siocks. Tonnage 
4 








Ships 11 8, 3,521 
Parks 2 700 l 200 
Briz i 250 
Steamers 20 =: 10,939 7 3,980 
Schooners My err 2 
Sloo 
Gu 2 boats 3 210 
45 21,837 14 8,061 
45 21,837 
Total, 59 29 896 


WooLLEN MANUFACTURES IN THE Unrtrep Srates.— 
A valuable volume of information on this subject has 
been published by W. H. Graham, of New York. He 
gives the fullowing as the number of facturies in the se- 
veral states viz: Maine 28; N. Hampahize 58; Vermont 
75; Rhode Island 40; Connecticut 109; New York 313; 
Massachusetts 141; N, Jersey 10; Pennsylvania 101; 
Delaware 4; Maryland 16; Virginia 18; Ohio 79; Ken- 
tucky 9; Indiana 6; Michigan 6; Illinois 6; Wesconsin 7; 
Missouri 3; S. Carolina 1; luwa2; N. Caroline 4; Ten- 
nessee 2; Georgia 3—total 1041. 

Exports of Cincinnati, 1845. We extract from the 
Commercial Chronicle the following table of the princi- 
pal exports 10 southern ports, by steam and flat boais, for 
the year ending December 3lsr, 1845. It will be observ- 
ed we have reduced tierces and hogsheads to harrels. 
These and pounds are the most convenient measures for 
information, except the articles which are in boxes, or 
other uncertain weight. 


WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


cere eee eee set ene 
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The amount of wheat received the past season was 986,-( chanical science, but enters also into the regions of 


Louis represents. 


impassable condition of the rivers. From 20,000 to 25,- 


000 head of cattle this winter. 


The season of pork packing is now about over in Cin- 
cinnati, and we gather the following in regard to the 
number of hops put up, from the Chronicle. 

In Cincinnati, the great variation is im the large num- 
ber of hogs brought from Kentucky. This we can show, 


precisely. 
From Kentucky, in 1844—’6 45,000 
- “ 1745—'6 125,000 
Increase | 80,000 


Some persons suppose that this increase is only s® 
much deducted from the number driven south by the 
Cumberland Gap and other roads. ‘To some extent this 
is true; but not altogether. The number of hogs fatted 
the last autumn in Kentucky, there is reason to believe, 
was really larger than the year before. 

Tiie total number packed this year at Cincinnati will 
not be under 280,000—the largest the number ever pack- 
ed in one year, at that place. 

The comparison for Cincinnati and Louisville, for the 
past seasons will stand thus, nearly: 


1843—'4. 1844—'5. 1845—'6. 

Cincinnati 240,000 196,000 280,000 
Louisville 68,000 42,000 100,000 
Total 308,000 238,000 330,000 





Beef bbls. 17,722 Pork, bulk — Ibs. 304,385 
Beans 1513 Lard bbls. 21,478 
Butier _ 716 Do. kgs. 144,265 
Do. firk’s and kgs. 16,501 Lard oil bbls. 1,890 

Bagging ps. 14.168 Oil cake tns. 2,222 
Cheese bxs. 33.336 Oats ske. 10,500 

0. cks. 215 Rope pkgs. 12,174 ° 
Candles bxs. 6,496 Soap bxs. 3,621 
Eygs bbis. 7,147 ‘T'allow bbis. 3,494 
Flour 148,253 Whiskey 102,900 
Pork 111,552 


This list only embraces the leading articles of pro- 
duce. A great number of small selene are excluded, 
and nearly all the manufactured articles. Soap and 
candies are included, because made from the products 
of animals.— Buff. Adv. 
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CaNyaAL BUsINEss oF Locxrorr. Comparative state- 
ment of some of the principal articles first cleared at 
Lockport during the years 1544 and 1845, 





1845 1844, 

Boards and ship plank f. 1,810,189 1,591,114 
Ship timber cubic ft. 403,832 257,253 
Ashes cks. 812 974 
Pork bbls. 103 100 
Butter Ibs. 8.566 17,315 
Wool 140,919 156,599 
Fiour bbls. 127,136 117,702 
Dried fruit ibs. 35,101 13,603 
Clover and grass seed 23,840 119,178 
Flax seed 23,882 5.491 
Whiskey galls. 18,697 20,895 
Leather lbs. 41,133 66,690 
Furniture 492,871 522,887 
Sheetings 38,870 36,230 
Stone and lime 26,447.850 17,503,424 

Total tons 44.738 35,191 


Total value ag estimated $1,066 340 $882 320 

‘Total tolls 108 413 133 679 

Comparative statement of some of the principal arti- 
cles left at Lockport during the years 1844 and 1345. 





1845. 1844. 
Pork bbls. 150 483 
Butter lbs. 15,376 19,895 
Hides 39013) Unknown. 
Wheat bu. 401,955 420,090 
Corn 16 960 8,194 
Cotton lbs. 131,467 74.58! 
Clover and grass seed 76,560 8,194 
Whiskey galls. 21,116 15.351 
Leather lbs. 11,854 12,525 
ig iron 93 610 65,912 
ardware 152,886 152,091 | 
Salt bbls. 2,888 2,988 
Merchandise lbs. 2,907 569 3,483,960 
inera} coal 187,8u0 114,531 
Total tons 16,000 17.990 


l'otal valuation ag estimated $815,229 $903,211 | 

y this table it appears that the amount of tulls receiv- | 

ed at this office in 1845 is less than 1845. This arises 

trom the fact that less re-clearing was done here this 

year than last, while the legitimate business of the office | 
48 Increased over any preceding year. 

[Lockport Daily Courier. 





Wrear at St. Lovts—rorx packine &c.—From the | 
rapid settlement of Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, and that | 
oes of the west bordering upon the Mississippi and | 
areas tributary thereto, and looking to St. Louis as a, 

arket, that place must necessarily become a leading 


Point in breadatuffs as well ag in minerals, furs and wool. 








It will also be observed that the season is not quite 
closed, although very nearly. 

It is said, that other places have not increased 1n the 
same proportion,—-some probably net at all. This is true. 
But, on the other hand, it is already known that there 
has been an increase in some places. We shall not guess 
how the final results of other places will stand; but in 
meanwhile refer to the following facts: 

Deficit last year in 62 packing points 310,730 
Increase on last year, 1a Cincinnati and Louis- 

ville 142,000 

These facts go so far toshow that the general result 
will very closely approximate that of 1843--'4. 


- Commerce oF Provipencr, R. I. Importations of the 
city of Providence, for the year ending December 3lst. 


st, qr. 2d, 4 3d, qr. 4th, qr. 

Flour bbls. 3.367 21.065 24380 27,567 
Cotton bales. 26,170 11,240 1,963 6,637 
Coal tons. 1,945 17,480 35,433 13,180 
Corn bush. 130,246 227.135 211,258 186,652 
Oats do. 12,259 16,722 14687 5,190 
Rye do. 2325 1,390 1,226 1.441 
Total—Flour bbls. 76,379 
Cotton bales. 46,060 

—_ Coal tons. 67,638 
Corn bush. 755,294 

Oats do. 48,858 

Rye do. 6,476 


Tue Mastopox Corron.—Is said to be attracting 
zreat attention at present amongst the cotton growers ot 
the south. It is said to compare well with the fa- 
mous Sea Islan:! cotton, ias equal strength but is more 
woolly and in appearance is not quite so silky. It is va- 
lued at 16 cents per Lb. 





“REPORT ON THE STANDARDS OF 
WEIGHTS AND MEASURES, 
FOR THE STATE OF MARYLAND, AND ON THE CON- 
STRUCTION OF THE YARD MEASURE.” 
By J. H. Alexander. 
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We consider this to be one of the most valuable | 
publications upon this subject that has been pro- 


duced in this country, and suspect that it would not 
suffer in comparison with any like treatise of any 
other country, whether as a specimen of research, 
of exact science, or of literary taste. ; 

Few persons in our community have paid sufficient | 
attention to the subject of weights and measures, to | 
be at all aware of either its intrinsic importance or 
of the difficulties which surround it. Content 
with knowing that three feet make one yard, 
and that ‘‘a pint is a pound,” the great bulk of com- 
munity attempt no further investigation. But let 
the inquisitive mind discern a glimpse through the 
numerous ramifications of which weight and measure 
form the themes, and they are found to be full of 
interest and of great practical importance. As the 
“report” truly remarks— 

“The establishment of a system of weights and 


100 bush. nearly all of which was converted into flour or| metaphysics and the higher generalizations of his- 
consumed there, against ig oa hee in 1844. jee ea & 8 
crop never was better in the district of country wiucd St. of 3; : se ft eg 

ue atnck on taod Gn tha let inal. of size and weight, whence it is that this primitive 
was estimated to be 75,000 bushels, about half the quan- 
tity given by the peers there a month ago. The com- 


How we possess and employ the abstract idea 


conception has come to be applied with compara- 
tively such identity in the successive generations 
that have peopled our globe, and in what manner 


ati ipt been— , 
aes ae 1843. 1844. 1845. both the idea and its Sppuaatien may be harmonized 
Wheat bbls. 70,777 51,887 77,150 with our other physical perceptions are, for instance, 

» sks. 131,427 257,632 382,323) topics of deep interest to those who busy themselves 


Beef and pork packing has not been pushed with the} with investigations upon the intellectual and moral 
same vigor which it was in 1844, in consequence of the! constitution of our race; while of daily reference 


and use in individual and social transactions, the 


0°0 head of hoys will be cut up, together with some 6,- weights and measures of communities, separated, it 


may be, by half the circumference of the earth, or 
by still more impassable barriers in the lapse of 
ages, serve the philosophical historian, when he haa 
examined and compared the derivations and combi- 
nations in the respective systems, the characters of 
their units, the adaptation of them to common use, 
and the means employed for their exemplification 
and perpetuation, asso many indications of the state 
of human society in the respective places and times, 
and thus of the progress and triumphs of civiliza- 
tion.” 

Although the publication, fora copy of which we 
are indebted to the author, is dedicated to the Go- 
vernor of Maryland,—is the production of a gentle- 
man who has distinguished himself in the service of 
the state as topographical engineer, (the invaluable 
duties of which station we hope soon to see him re- 
sume, so as to complete the survey which the state 
is now suffering for the want of,) and although his 
attention to the subject treated of in the publication 
before us was in virtue of a resolution of the legis- 
lature of the state,—and although in so far fulfilling 
this duty, he has developed many curious and inter- 
esting facts in relation to the state, thereby making 
an amusing as well as instructive book to Maryland- 
ers particularly, yet the subject itself is more appro- 
priately NATIONAL, than sectional in character, or 
rather, we might say, it is essentially scientific and 
practical, far beyond even national limitations, and 
)as such it would be recognized under its illustra- 
tions. 

The subject is national, because to the general 
government the constitution has assigned the duty of 
fixing and perpetuating uniform standards of weights 
and measures. Yet, although, more than half a cen- 
tury has elapsed since the states of this Union re- 
signed to congress this portion of sovereignty as well 
as of duty, yet to this day, how little of that broad 
duty has been performed? 


It has been only within the last half dozen years 
that each of the several states of the Union has been 
‘furnished with some of the accurate and authentic 
' weights and measures, from this authority. Others, 
if we mistake not, are yet to be constructed and 
/ supplied. No general report bas been made, as yet, 
_that we are aware of—no general system adopted. 
The subject’ at the earliest moment attracted the 
/altention of those who formed the government.— 
| General Washington repeatedly called the atten- 
|tion of congress to the subject. In compliance 
(with a resolution of that body, Mr. Jefferson, 
| whilst secretary of state, made an elaborate re- 
/port on the subject of weights and measures. Sub- 
sequently, when John Quincy Adams filled the same 
| Station, he was called upon and made a very able re- 
/port also upon the subject. Mr. Alexander has 
{availed of both of those documents, as well as of 








! 


| the results of subsequent devolopements of science 


and research. The Jate distinguished Professor 
Has.er, in obedience to the instructions of govern- 
ment, wade, at length, a beginning; an excel 
| lent commencement, and mg was effected 
| towards the object in view. One of the results of 

that progress, was to deposite with the government 
of Maryland and with each of the other states, cer- 
| tain standard weights and measures, which were in 
| future to regulate. 

This consisted of but one of each denomination. 
It seemed to devolve upon the state authorities to 
elaborate these standards sufficiently for general pur- 
poses. The governor of this state could hardly have 
made a more judicious selection of a person with 
whom to deposite these standards. The legislature, 
by resolution, directed the authorities of each city 
and county of the state to be supplied with standards 
corresponding with those received of the general 
government, and the topographical engineer of the 
state was employed to have them prepared and de- 
livered accordingly with appropriate instructions for 
their use, perpetuation, and safe keeping. This 
publication, of something over two hundred pages, 
is a report in part of his process and progress in the 
performance of these duties. 

How few there are that rightly appreciate such a 
task? Marylanders may weil be proud of the 








measures. belongs not merely to the domain of me- 


promptitude with which theif government hes evail- 
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ed of the benefits of this appropriation: and may be 
equally proud too of the manner in which that ap- 
propriation has been so far improved. It is nota 
mere distribution to the counties of arbitrary di- 
mensions for the yard, the bushel, the gallon, and the 
pound, without reference why or wherefore, but an 
appropriate TREATISE, initiating her citizens into the 
arcana through which these results have been ascer- 
tained, and why and how they should be preserved. 
In short, a general view is taken of the whole sub- 
ject, and the people of the state have an opportu- 
nity of informing themselves. How seowntiat that 
information is, will be better understood by exhibi- 
ting the subjects which comprise this treatise. 

Part 1. ‘The history of the legislation of Maryland 
upon the subject of weights and measures.” Under this 
title we have a chonological account of all the 
enactments, from the ‘‘bill for corn measure,” enact- 
ed in 1637; and ‘‘the act for measures and weights,” 
passed in 1638, four years only after the settlement 
of the colony, down to the present period, with ap. 
propriate explanations. ‘This chapter, also, contains 
valuable tabular statements of the units of weights 
and measures” of the different denominations, and 
the various enactments are aflerwarids classified in 
tabular form. 


Topacco statistics. It is curious to observe the 
number of enactments in relation to the dimension 
of tabacco hogsheads; which said tobacco hogsheads 
it seems have been gradually growing in size ever 
since the year 1658, until their now present dimen- 


sion contains just about two and a half the bulk of 


the hogshead of that period. This fact unhinges all 
our statistics of tobacco. When reading that fifty 
years ago the state of Maryland exported so many 
hogsheads of tobacco, and a hundred years ago she 
exported so many, we supposed we had reliable 
data to compare with the number of hogsheads ship- 
ped last year, when lo! it turns out that a hogshead 
at one period contains more than twice, nearly three 
times as much tobacco, as at another period. 

“The act of measures,” passed 1641, prescribed the 
English Winchester bushel, of which the sheriff of 
each county was to obtain and hand over to his suc- 
cessor in office an accurate standard. 

“The act of 1661, concerning the selling up of a mint 
in the province of Maryland,” prescribed that the sil- 
ver there coined should be equal to English sterling 
money, “and every shilling so coined shall weigh 
above nine pence sterling,” &c. 

The process by which the Spanish dollar came to 
be rated in Maryland, first at six shillings, and sub- 
sequently at seven shillings and sixpence—the rea- 
son why a barrel of flour is required to contain 196 
lbs.—in short a great variety of similar information 
is given. The reason for having and for continuing 
the different denominations of wine, beer, and dry 
measure gallons—the troy and avoirdupois pounds, 
the long and short hundred, the neat and the gross 
ton, &e., Se. 

Part 2. “Of the authenticity values, and relations 
of the several units of the present system.” The me- 


thodical elucidation of the origin and relations of 


the various weights and measures now used in this 
country, is exceedingly interesting to business men. 
A wide scope of research was required for this task, 
extending far back, and through innumerable rami- 
fications of science, revolutions of government, and 
modifications of trade, from the first conquest of 
Britain, to show the various contrivances by which 
those who govern, as well as those who trade, have 
been disposed from time to time to evade the various 
standards of value-and units of weight and mea- 
sure, in the hope of profitting by the imposition.— 
Adulterating coins, changing the standards of dimen- 


sion, reducing the standards of weight, are familiar | 


expedients, which even to our own time and circles 
have brought down their innovations. It is buta 


duced into England from the Roman conquest down 
to the termination of our colonial relations with that 
country and of the enactments of congress on the 
subject since the formation of our general govern- 
ment, together with an abstract of the existing en- 
actments of several authorities, United States, state, 
and municipal, makes this part of the work, exceed- 
ingly valuable. 


As an illustration of the, we might say, almost 
unsuspected importance, of having uniform standards 
of weights and measures, we will advert to the sin- 
gle fact, that the belief is entertained by many busi- 
ness men, that such a difference exists between the 
dimensions of the gallon measure* by which import- 
ers of wine receive and pay duties upon the article 
of the custom house in New York, and the mea- 
sure by which they afterwards sell the article to 
the community, as that the difference in the 
duties between that and the practice at other ports, 
amounts to a very handsome profit upon the impor- 
tation. This fact soon became known to the astute 
foreign shippers, and hence, so is the belief, nearly 
the whole of the wine now imported into this coun- 
try arrives at the port of New York. That all this 
is true, we must not be understood as asserting. We 
only assert that such an impression is entertained, 
and that too, by business men. Whether true or 
not, the very existence of such an impression, and 
the belief that there 1s room for such a practice, un- 
der existing regulations, or rather, want of regula- 
tions, is fraught with serious injury. Competition 
for trade immediately suggests that either a remedy 
be resorted to, by securing uniformity of weights, 
measures, and regulations, or, expedients will, of 
course, be resorted to, to counteract the evasion from 
‘the plummet law of rectitude.” 


The apprehension that some such diversions ex- 
isted, induced congress, two or three different times 
to order investigations. One of those investigations 
was conducted by J. Q. Adams, whilst he filled the 
office of secretary of state. The report which he 
made to congress in compliance with their instruc- 
tions, was by no means calculated to allay apprehen- 
sions. ‘here was emphatically ‘a beggarly account 
of empty boxes.” Of the depots for the United 
States standards of weights and measures, many of 
the incumbents appeared absolutely ignorant that 
such a charge was ever intended to be in their 
keeping. very few such standards were to be found, 
from one end of the Union to the other, and of fifty 
or sixty sent on to be tested, hardly any two corres- 
ponded! The difference amounted, if we recollect 
right, to something over five per cent. A subsequent 
investigation, by Professor Hasxer, in 1835, found 
affairs but little improved. 


If there are officially ascertained to be such differ- 
ences between the official standards, in charge of 
government officers having little or no interest in 
promoting such a disparity, how much difference 
may be reasonably supposed to exist in the trading 
communities throughout our wide spread land, go- 
verned, as we are, by twenty-nine or thirty separate 
sovereigniies, each legislating for its own interest, 
and, in respect to weights and measures, at least, 
sub divided into municipalities innumerable. 


Let us suppose for a moment that the standard 
weight, by which the bushel of wheat is ascertuined, 
in the city of Philadelphia, should vary from the 
standard by which wheat is ascertained at Balti- 





| more, at Buifalo, at Chicago, at New Orleans, ever 
/so small an amount, (and who can doubt that consi- 
derable variations do exist,) what an immense differ- 
ence it makes in the aggregates to the growers of 
the grain, as well as to the venders, the millers, and 
the markets. 


| 
| 
t 


! ° . . 
| We had no idea, when commencing this notice of 
‘the report before us, of ocenpying half the space 


few years since the United States gold coin was re-| we have already, aud yet we have not reached the 


duced by the addition of alloy. No better expe- 


dient could be devised for preventing further and | gontents. 


future reductions from the standards than the diffu- 


wickedness of such expedients. 
must bave a coin of his own, an impress and “su- 
perscription” of his reign, spare us, at least, from 


variations in the wnit of its value; let us have no | 
further attempts to make twenty-five millions of | 


coin out of the twenty now in circulation, by “making 
every shilling, 80 coined, weigh, atleast, nine pence.” 
But to return to the publication. 


at different epochs, will be useful to business men.— 
We shall probably borrow them for our readers as 


necessarily leave us so little room for other topics. 

A brief examination of the origin of the terms, 
or appellations, as well as of the dimensions, and 
Jaws respecting weights, measures, and values intro- 
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The tabular ex- | 
hibits of the values of liquid and of dry measures, | 
| 
soon as congress gets through with the Oregon de- | 
bate and settles affairs with Mexico, which now | 
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most practical, scientific, and useful chapter of its 
Our space is exhausted for the present, 


: | a ' though the theme is not. 
sion of general information as to the folly, if not} 


Ifevery monarch | = 
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SENATE. 

JaNuaRY, 27. Oregon.—The resolution offered by 
Mr. }V¥ebster yesterday, calling upon the president 
for copies of the correspondence on the Oregon 
question, subsequent to the date of his message, was, 


at the request of Mr, Sevier, laid over until the day 
after to-morrow. 








* 7. . vie - :. ° : . 
The dimensions of the gallon, on which the duties 





| are paid, at New York, ii has been said, coatain some- 


thing over 280 cubic inches, whilst the wine gallon, by 
which the article is subsequently sold, contains less 
than 230 cubic inches. 


ciel 





Texas mails.—The bill establishing post offices any 
post routes in Texas was taken up and ordered to ), 
engrossed for a third reading. 

Increase of the navy.—The senate then proceede; 
to the consideration of the bill reported from the 
committee on naval affairs to provide for the cop. 
struction of ten war steamers, &c. 

Mr. Fairfield, advocated the bill at some length, 
and took the ground thatthe day was not distan; 
when we should find ourselves involved in a war— 
not for Oregon, perhaps—but for our very politica} 
existence. He also advocated the increase now ask. 
ed for as necessary even in a time of profound peace, 
in consequence of the vast increase of our commerce 
and our territory. 


Mr. Benton, said he had not made any war speech, 
because he had seen no reason for doing so, much 
less for advocating a war measure. He looked upon 
the measure now proposed as @ war measure, and as 
such he was opposed to it inloto. There was no ne. 
cessity for it. Whatis the ordinary appropriation 
for the navy? $6,390,000! And this bill proposes to 
add $5,600,000 to thatsum. Are we the same peo- 
ple who lived six years ago? Was not a popular ad- 
ministration overturned on the very ground that the 
whole government ought to be administered for $13,- 
000,000 per annum? And were we now prepared to 
vote a supply of $12,000,000 for the navy alone?— 
And this too without taking into consideration the 
addition that will be necessary for the pay and sup- 
portof the additional number of men that will be 
rendered necessary by the passage of this bill. Ey. 
erything around us indicates peace. Mr. B. conclu- 
ded by moving that the bill be postponed until the 
Ist day of May next. 


Mr. Dickinson, said he would never open a ledger 
account between the honor and interests of his coun- 
try on one side, and pounds, shillings, and pence on 
the other. The senator who had last spoken had 
stated that an administration had been overthrown 
because its opponents had contended that the govern. 
ment ought to be administered for $13,000,000 per 
annum. Had he forgotten that a party had been 
overthrown and never since been able to hold up its 
head because it had refused its assent to putting the 
country in a complete state of defence? Mr. D. 
then went on to show that there was sufficient dan- 
ger of war hovering over us to render it expedient 
to augment the defences of the nation—although he 
conceded that the late advices from England were 
eminently peaceful. 


Mr. Hannegan, of Indiana, next spoke and in part 
in reply to the senator from Mo., (Mr. Benton, ) and 
from Me., (Mr. Fuirfield,) the latter of whom had 
imputed to him more zeal than discretion for propo- 
sing ten war steamers in addition to those proposed 
in the bill by pledging the public lands for an in- 
crease of the navy. Mr. H. said that if he had more 
zeal than discretion upon this subject, he had not 
brought it forward without showing it to the senator 
from Maine. His zeal he confessed was often very 
great, but it was such as God had given him. He 
did not beiong to that class of men who could smile 
and smile aud murder while they smiled. Upon the 
Oregon question, Mr. H. expressed the idea that 
there could be no compromise. This country would 
never consent to anything short of 54° 40’ and Eng- 
land would never consent to that. 

Mr. Bagby, next obtained the floor. 

Alter executive session, the senate adjovrned. 





January 28. Mr. Johnson, of Louisiana, submit- 
ted a statement in relation to an alteration in the law 
so as to reduce the quantity of business to be trans- 
acted by the supreme court, and to render unneces- 
sary an increase of the number of judges of that 
court. 

New Hampshire indemnity.—The New Hampshire 
bill was taken up for consideration previous to or: 
dering the same to be engrossed. 

This bill was read, and the chair was about to put 
the question on its passage, when 


Mr. Crittenden, rose to call the attention of the 
senate to it. The claim was not a large one, but it 
had been a long time before congress, and pe sup- 
posed that it was expected it would wear its way 
through in process of time by a sort of attrition. As 
he understood it, a lawless set of persons had made 
a kind of Alsatia of some obscure nook im N. Hamp- 
shire, where they set up at defiance all legal proces* 
if it came from N. Hampshire they belonged to Ca- 
nada, and if from Canada they belonged to New 
Hampshire. There was no iivasion of the soil, 00 
armed force—the constable and his warrant alone 
were resisted, Certainly this did not seem to be 4 
case requiring the intervention of the general gov" 
ernment. Maryland and Delaware had their oyster? 
wars, and Missour: her Mormen war, but thes@ 
states never thought of coming here to get reimburs 
ed for their expenses. 
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Mr. Atherton, replied; and was briefly answered by 
Mr. Phelps. ' : 

Mr. Westcolt, supported the claim on the ground 
that N. Hampshire was a frontier state. 

The vote was then taken by yeas and nays, and 
the bill was rejected—ayes 18, noes 22. 

Inerease of navy.—-The bill to increase the navy, 
by building ten ships of war, and Mr. Hannegan’s 
gmendment, making the number 20, was taken up. 

Mr. Bagby, addressed the senate at length against 
the bill. It either proposed too much or too little. 
If there was to be no necessity for such an increase 
of the navy, he would not vote away such a large 
gum of the people’s money. If there was to he a 
pecessity, then he would support a bill with much 
jarger and more adequate provisions. But he did 
not believe there was or would be any necessity for 
such un inerease of the navy as the bill contemplates. 
And therefore he felt bound to oppose it. As to the 
Oregon question, he should vote to give to England 
the twelve months notice, provided for in the treaty 
of 1827, but should give it his support as a peace 
measure. He was opposed to war. 

Mr. Miller, said the provisions of the bill did not 
suit him. He was in favor of building the small steam- 
ers, but mot large ones. He thought the former 
would be necessary in the matter of affording pro- 
tection to our commerce. The latter would not be 
needed in case there should be no war. And he saw 
gratifying indications that there would be none. An 
editorial article in the official organ of last night’s 
date, wore a pacific aspect and indicated, he was 
glad to perceive, a disposition on the part of our 
government to have the difficulty settled amicably 
and without a resort to arms. 

Mr. Cass, said that no senator had contended that 
war was inevitable. 

Mr. Hannegan, in reply to the remark of the sena- 
tor from N. Jersey, respecting the article in the offi- 
cial paper, ‘The Union,” said positively that said 
article was written without any advice or suggestion 
from the president, and more, that it did not meet 
his approval. 

Without coming to any decision upon the bill, the 
senate went iuto executive session—and afterwards 
adjourned. 

Janoary 29. Mr. Dia, presented a petition from 
270 citizens of western N York, asking fur the ab- 
rogation of treaties with the Seaeca Indians. 

Mr. Webster’s resolution introduced on the 26th, 
calling upon the executive for ony further correspon- 








| 
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adopted by a vote of 23 to 2). The bill, with the 
remaining item of $19,075 for arms taken from 
Snively’s regiment, was then, on Mr. Sevier’s motion, 
laid on the table. : 

The senate went into executive session, 
. And then adjouried. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuurspay, [Continued,] Jan. 22. Documents.— 
Mr. Sawlelle, moved that a select committee of five 
members be appointed, with power to send for per- 
sons and papers, in order to inquire whether any 
member of the 28th congress had ever sold any 
books which he bad received from congress. 

Mr. Campbell, of Ky., moved an amendment, that 
the committee should examine generally into the 
subject and report what should be done wiih the 
books belonging to the members of the last congress, 
and also how documents should be disposed of in fu- 
ture. 

Mr. Paine, of Alabama, said that no assertion was 
more common than that the members of congress 
received books which they sold and pocketed the 
money. He desired to have this charge investigated, 
and that the house should have reported to them the 
name of any member who had been guilty of so base 
a practice. 

The resvlution, as amended, was adopted. 


Faway, Jan. 23. After Mr. Giddings had ex- 
pressed some remarks in reference to a disposition 
in certain quarters to deter him from what he con- 
ceived to be the discharge of his duties, by holding 
him up to general scorn in consequence especially 
of his remarks in his late speech on the Oregon 
question, the subject of 

The Florida contested election was called up. 

Mr. Cabell, of Florida, arose and for one hour ad- 
dressed the house in vindication of his legal right to 
his seat. 

Mr. Brockenbrough, (the contestant,) was allowed 
then to speak, setting forth his own claims and pre- 
tensions to the seat. 

Mr. Culver, of N. York, argued in favor of Mr. 
Cabell. 

Mr. Dobbin, of N.C., replied. 

Mr. Brinkerhoff, moved the previous question.— 
The house refused. And the house adjourned. 


Sarurpay, Jan. 24. Mr. Stephens, of Ga., strenu- 


dence respecting the Oregon, if not incompatble | ously defended the claim of Mr. Cabell, as just aad 


with the public interests, was taken up aud adopted. 

Increase of navy.—The bill for the increase of the 
havy came up as the order of the day. 

_Mr. Speight, arose and expressed himself in oppo- 
sition to the measure. The bill in its original pro- 
visions without the amendment of the senator trom 
Indiana, {Mr. Hannegan,] will require the enormous 
outlay of fourteen miljious, a sum more than double 
any ammount required for the same branch since the 
last war, and this tou is advocated by a gentieman 
vithe party who had boasted that six years ago 
their opponents had been overthrown on the ground 
lat the whole government ought to be administered 
for thirteen millions a year. He was shocked ata 
proposition to thus increase the burthens of the gov- 
erument. On the part of the tax paying people of 
the country, he protested against this wild extrava- 
gance. He discountenanced the idea that the whole 
of Oregon ts unquestionably ours. 

Mr. Westcott, said he was in iavor of the bill in its 
general features, but disapproved of it in the shape 
i) which it had been reported. 

Aller executive session, 

The senate adjourned, till the 2d February. 


Fesruarny 2. Mr. Davis, presented a petition 
lrom Americans of Oregon, praying for the exten- 
Sion of our laws, &c. over that territory. 

Mr. Dia, presented a petition from citizens of N. 
fork, praying that differences between the United 
—— and foreign nations may be settled by negoti- 

on. 

Mr. J. M. Clayton, reported a bill in favor of al- 
°wlng claims in sundry cases for Freach spoliations 
or to 1800—stating that he himself was opposed 
oe was overruled by the majority of the com- 
w.. Bagby, gave notice that he would introduce a 
,. 0 lucorporate the navy of ‘l'’exas with that of 
he United States. é 

‘he bill authorizing the payment of claims due 
- Texas from the United States was taken up for 
=o when a debate of much length arose 

® merits of the bill. 
y rena Sevier, Calhoun, and Breese advocated, and 
hen Jarnagin, Evans, Huntingdon, Davis, and 
meee Mr. Evans, proposed an amend- 
859 ono the bill striking out the appropriation of 
8,990 for goods alleged to have been taken out of 





legal, and said he felt bound as a sworn Juror, to 
support his claim by his vole. After a conscientious 
and thorough examination of the whole case, he was 
satislied that the silting member, who had been re- 
turned, as elected, by the governor of Florida, in 


pursuance to law, had received a clear majority of | 


all the legal votes. 
Mr. Seddon, of Va., argued warmly in favor of the 
contestant’s election, 


Mr. Sawyer, of Ohio, moved the previous question. 

Mr. Cabell, requested Mr. 8S. to withdraw, in order 
to allow him a persunalexplanation. Mr. Sawyer, 
refused. 

Mr. Dobbin, of N. C., requested a withdrawal with 
a promise to renew it, as he wished to offer an 
amendment. 

Mr. Sawyer, withdrew the motion and offered Mr. 
Dobbin’s amendment himself, following it up by a 
new motion fur the previous question. 

it was contended that this was not in order, and 
the speaker so decided. 

Mr. Chapman, of Ala., took an appeal, and argued 
that he was in order to move the previous question, 


to withdraw it, to offer an amendment, and then to) 


renew it. 


Mr. Sawyer, was not willing to place the question | 


in this light, and withdrew the amendment, and ad- 
hered to his original motion for the previous ques- 
tion. 

The speaker sanctioned the proceeding, and the 
house rejected the previous question by a vote of 95 
to 63. 

Mr. Davis, of Ky., then addressed the house, and 
was followed by Mr. Gordon, of N. Y., who yielded 
for a moment to allow Mr. Cabell to make a few re- 
marks; after which the previous question was sec- 
onded. When the main question was seconded. 

Mr. King, of Ga., asked the house to allow him to 
offer a resolution. The majority responded ‘‘no.” 

The resolutions of the committee on elections were 
then read—the first declaring “that Join N. Cabell 
was not entitled to a seat in this house.” 

Mr. Winthrop, called for the yeas and nays which 
were ordered, and the volte was yeas 105 to nays 80. 

The second resolution was ‘‘that John M. Brock- 
enbrough was entitled to his seat.” 

The yeas aud nays were ordered and the vote was: 
Ayes 99, noes 35. 


the custom house on the Sabine river, which was 


361 





~ 


Mr. Thompson, rose upon the announcement of the 
vote, giving notice that he should move to reconsider 
the last vote and then the first. His reasons for do- 
Ing so were e:bodied in a preamble setting forth 
that Mr. Cabell had desired inore time,—that he had 
expressed to the house the opinion that he could 
make good his claim to a seat,—and that with more 
time, he could show the majority to be in his favor; 
for these reasons he proposed a continuance of the 
case, and to oblain it moved « reconsideration. 


The yeas and nays were ordered and the vote was: 
Ayes 86, noes 92. 

Mr. Hamlin, of Maine, moved that Mr. Brocken- 
brough receive the oath of office. 

The oath was then administered, and 

The house adjourned. 











Monpay, Jan. 26. Oregon.—Mr. Thomas B. King, 
sent to the table where it was read the following re- 
solution: 


Joint resoluli sm concerning the Oregon terriiory. 


Wuereas, by the convention coneluded on the 20th 
day of October, 1818, between the United States of 
America and the king of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, for the period of ten years, and af- 
terwards indefinitely extended and continued in force 
by another convention of the same parties, concluded 
the 6th day of August, 1827, it was agreed that any 
country, that tnay be claimed by either party on the 
northwest coast of America, westward of the Stony or 
Rocky mountains, now co:;nmonily called the Oregon 
territory, should, together with its harbors, bays, and 
creeks, and the navigation of all rivers within the same, 
be “tree and open” to the vessels, citizens, and subjects 
of the two powers, but without prejudice to any claim 
which either of the parnes might have to any part of 
said country; and with this further provision in the 2d 
article of the said convention of the 6th August, 1827, 
that either party might abrozate and annul said conven - 
tion on giving due novice of twelve months to the other 
contracting party: 

And whereas it has now beco ne desirable that the 
respective claims of the Unite} States and Great Britain 
should be definitely setiled, and that said territory may, 
no ionger than need be, remain subject to the evil con- 
sequences of the divided allegiance ot its American and 
Briush populoven, and of the co ifusion and conflict of 
national jurisdictions, dangervus to the cherished peace 
and good understa iding of the (wu Countries? 

With a view, theretore, that sieps be taken for the 
} abrogation of the said convention of the 6th August, 
| 1327, in the mode prescribed in its 2d article, and that 
| the attention of the governmeuats of both countries may 
| be the more earnestly and iuomediately directe’ to re- 
| newed etforts for the setdement of all their differences 
| and disputes in respect to said territory: 
| Be it resolved by the senate and house,of representa- 
| tives of the United States of America, in congress assem- 
bled, ‘That the presideut of the United States be, and he 
\is hereby authorized, at his discretion, to give to the 
| British government the notice required by its said 24 ar- 
| ticle for the abrogation of the said convention of the 6th 
‘of August, 1327: Provided, however, That, in order to 
| afford ainple tme-and opportu tity for the amicable set- 
| dement and adjustin-nt of all their differences and dis- 
| putes in respect to said territory, said notice ouglit not 
'to be given ull after the cluse of the present sessivn of 
| congress: Provided, further, ‘Tuat the said notice shail 
| be accompanied with a propositioa from this guveriu- 
|ment w submit the claims of the United States and 
| Great Britain to said territory to the arbitration of a per- 
sun or persons qualified to ‘cleonced upon their respec- 
| tive rights In and to the same, whose decision shail be 
| binding upon both nations. 








Resolved, That the committee on territories be, and is 
| hereby instructed to report a bill organizing a territorial 
| government in Oregon, to go intu operation at the expi- 
| ration of the notice aforesaid, terminating the existing 
| convention between the two govern nents. unless the pre- 
| sident, in his discretion, and by proclamation, shall sus- 
pend the same, (which he is authorized to do,) until a 
'reasouable tume afier the meeting of the next session of 
| cungress thereafter: Provided, ‘That at that time the 
rights of the respective iiatious to the territory in dispute 
shall not have been definitely determined by negotiation 
or arbitration; and, further, that a copy of the foregoing 
preamble and resolutions shall accompany the notice to 
the government of Great Britain herein provided for. 


On motion of Mr. King, it was ordered to be 
printed. 


Mr. Wentworth, gave notice that he should, when 
the proposition came up, ask leave to amend it as 
follows: 

‘But no proposition for arbitration concerning the said 
territory shall be made by the government of tie United 
States until it shall be satisfied that the markets of Great 
Britain shall be permanently open to the breadstuffs of 
the United States.” 

Mr. Treadway, gave notice that he intended to 
move the following proposition: 





‘*That the president of the United States shall, as soon 
as he may deem it advisable consistently with our treaty 
stipulations, cause notice to be given to the government 
of Great Britain that the convention between the United 
States and Great Britain, concerning the country on the 





northwest coast of America, west of the Stony moun- 
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tains, entered into on the 6th August, 1827, shall in con-|in the bill, the president is authorized forthwith to com- 


formity with the second article of the said. convention, 
be annulled and abrogated from and after two years 
from the time of the approval of this resulunon: Provided. 
That nothing herein contained shall restrict the president 
from terminating said convention by nogotiation, and 
agreeing to a boundarv line between the possessions of 
Great Britain and the United States in said territory at 
any point not south of forty-nine degrees north latitude. 


Oregon notice. —The house resolved itself into com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Tibbatts in the chair,) and resumed the consideration 
gf the joint resolution reported by Mr. Charles J. In- 
gersoll, from the committee on foreign affairs, for 
giving to Great Britain the twelve months notice of 
the termination of the convention of the 6th August, 
1827, respecting the juint occupation of Oregon. 

Mr. Pendleton, of Virginia, who was entitled to the 
floor, addressed the committee in an earnest and elo- 
quent speech in opposition to the notice proposed by 
the committee on foreign affairs. In the course of 
his speech, Mr. P. expressed his great reliance on 
what had been called the American multiplication 
table for solving this Oregon problem, and pointed 
out the nullity of all Mr. Polk’s own operations in 
prosecuting its solution by that means. Mr. P. drew 
a comparison between queen Vic’s activity in that 
mode and sir Robert Peel’s, on one hand, and the 
president, Mr. Polk’s, with that of the unmitigated 
old bachelor his secretary of state, Mr. Buchanan’s, 
on the other. 

He was followed by Mr. Sawtelle, of Maine, in a 
very brief speech on the opposite side. 

Mr. Gover, of New York, next took the floor, and 
spoke with animation in support of the notice, and in 
Opposition to the probability of any war growing out 
of it. 

The committee rose for want of a quorum, and 

The house adjourned. 

Tuespay, Jan. 27. Mr. George W. B. Towns, of 
Ga., appeared qualified and took his seat, 

Lead mines.—Mr. Relf, from the committee on pub- 
lic lands, to which was referred the joint resolution 
in relation to mineral lands, reported the same with 





an amendment, which was read and concurred in, 
and the resolution was then read the third time, 
passed, and sent to the senate for concurrence. 

Free bridge —By Mr. Chapman, of Mary!and, from 
the committee for the District of Columbia: 
to provide fur a free bridge across the eastern branch , 
in the city of Washington. Committed. | 

Claims of the Cherokees. —By Mr. Jacob Thompson, 
from the committee on Indian affairs, the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be direc'ed to re- 
port to this house a detailed statement of the investinent | 
and disbursement of the several sums of money set apart 
by the treaiy made with the Cherokees, at New Echota, 
in the year 1835, and the further sum of $1,047,067, ap- 
propriaied in the second section of the act approved 
June 12, 1833, so as to exhibit the disposition which has 
been made of the $5,000,000 provided fur under the first 
aiticle of the said treaty; how much of said fund has 
been permanently invesied, and in what stocks; how 
much had been paid to individuals, and to whom paid, 
and on and by whose account; by virtue of what article 
in the treaty, or under what law has the same been 
done; and also to exinbit the disposition of the $6,009,- 
000 provided for in the third ariacle of the supplementary 
treaty, and the $1,047,767 provided jor in the act of 
1835, above referred to, and how much of said sums yet 
reinains undisbursed, but distinguishing in each case the 
article in the treaty by virtue of which the disbursements 
were made, and out of what funds the cians arising 
under the 9ib, 13th, and 16th articles have been satis- 
fied, respectively. 

The hill was agreed to. . 

Preparations for defence.—By Mr. Haralson, from 
the committee on foreign affairs: A bili to authorize 
the president of the United States, under certain 
coutingencies therein named, to accept the services 
of volunteers. 

{The bill au horizes the president tu resist any attempt 
which may be made by any for-iga natiun to exclusive 
jurisdiciion over any part of the territory of the United 
Sates auy foreign government, as well as io main 
tain the rights of the Duited States to, and to repel in- 
vasion upon, the same territury; and for that purpose to 
employ the miliary and maval forces and such purtuns 
ot the militia as he nay deem nece-sary. 

In the event of actual invasion of the territory of the 
United States, or if, in the opinion of the president, there 
be imminent danger of invasion, or of hostiiities with a 
foreign power, the president is authonzed to call for and 
accept of anv number of voluntecrs, not exceeding —— 
thousands that may offer their services to Serve six o1 
twelve months. 

The volunteers so offering their services shia!l be ac 
cepted in companies, battalivns, squadrons, and reg! 
ments. Their officers to be appoimed in the manner 
prescribed by law in the statcs and territories to which 
they may belong. 

General officers and general staff officers of volun- 
teers to be appointed by the president and senate. 

In the eveni of either of the contingencies mentioned 
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‘notice of the termination of the Oregon convention, 
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‘the committee, addressed the committee during his 


| war, but would, at the expiration of twelve months, 
/put us in exclusive possession (according to the trea- 
‘ty of Ghent) of the vailey of the Columbia. He also 
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plete all the public armed vessels, and to purchase or 
charter, arm, and equip, such merchant vesseis and 
stenmboars as may be fit or easily converted into armed 
vessels, and in sich number as he may deem necessary 
for the protection of the seaboard, lake coast, and the 
general defence of the conntry. 

The: bill to continue in force two vears and no longer.] 

Classification of the militia.—By Mr. Black, of 8. 
Carolina, from the committee on the militia: A bill 
to provide more effectually for the national defence, 
by organizing and classifying the militia of the Uni- 
ted States, and providing for calling them into the 
service of the United States, and for other purposes. 
Read and committed. 

Colony of Liberia—By Mr. Charles J. Ingersoll, 
from the committee on foreign affairs, on the memo 
rial of certain citizens of the borongh of Easton, in 
the state of Pennsy!vania, complaining of the con- 
duct of the commander of a British man of war to- 
wards the colony of Liberia, on the coast of Africa, 
and asking congress to recognize the said colony and 
government of Liberia as a sovereign and indepen. 
dent government. The committee ask to be dis- 
charged from the consideration of the subject— 

1. Because the application for relhef or protec- 
tion does not come from the colony of Liberia, but 
certain citizens of this country. 

2 Because it does not appear that the colony of 
Liberia is in that state of national power and capaci- 
ty, such as heretofore have been deemed sufficient to 
authorize our government in acknowledging any fo. 
reign country as independent. 

3. Because the correspondence on the subject be. 
tween the American and British government proves 
that the colony of Liberia is now an object of the 
good will of the government of the United States, 
more available for their protection than its acknow- 
ledgment of independence. 

‘The report was ordered to lie on the table, and to 
be printed. 

Oregon notice.—The debate on giving notice to 
Great Britain was resumed in committee of the 
whole house. 

Mr. Douglas, of Illinois, (chairman of the com- 
mittee on territories,) who was entitled to the floor, 
having the preceding evening moved for the rising of 


allotted hour in support of the expediency of giving 


and argued to show that it would be no just cause of 


took the ground that Great Britain possessed no 
rights on the northwest coast at all, and ought_not to 
be suffered to hold an inch of territory on the shore 
of the Pacific. 

He was followed by Mr. Bayly, of Virginia, who 
briefly ran over the heads of a more extended speech 
he meant to prepare for the press, in opposition to 
giving the notice proposed at this time. 

Mr. W. W. Campbell, from the sixth district of N. 
york, next took the floor in support of the notice, 
(discussing, in a digression, the position and injuries 
of the native American party.) 

The floor was next obtained by Mr. Owen, of In- 
diana, on whose motion the committee rose. 

The bouse adjourned. 

Wepnespay, Jan. 28. Bank delinguencies.—Mr. 
Hunt, moved to take up for consideration his resolu- 
tion of inquiry of the secretary of the treasury as to 
the amount of money lost since 1834 by deposite 
banks and delinquent public officers. Objected to, 
and not taken up, 

Mr. C. J. Ingersoll, offered a proposition to termi- 
nate the debate on the Oregon resolution on Thurs- 
day the 5th of February. Laid on the table. 

Oregon.—The Oregon resolution was then taken 
up, in committee of the whole, and 

Mr. Owen, of Indiana, who was entitled to the 
floor addressed the house in an argument in favor of 
giving the wolice, and claiming the whole of the ter 
riiory. He went into a detailed statement of all the 
facts in relation to our claim, and maintained that 
we ought to assert it and make it good. 

Mr. Truman, of Ohio, followed on the same side, 
and argued against the report of the minority of the 
committee on foreign relations, and, alter defining 
the powers and duties of the law-making and the 
treaty—making branches of the government, respec- 
lively, took the ground that the duty of giving the 
notice to Great Britain, as provided for in the treay 
of 1827, belonged to congress and ought not be leit 
to (he discretion, or come under the responsibility of 
the president. He was for giving the notice prompt- 
ly to Great Britain. England would as soon go to 
wer with us jor claiming up to the 49ih degree of 
latitude, as she would af we claim to the line of 54° 
4U’. He spoke of the propositions for increasing the 
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would not vote for them until it should be ascertain 
ed that such increase of our forces would be needed 
He was for giving the notice first. 

Mr. Thompson, of Pennsylvania, next addressed 
the committee. He said he would go for the whole 
of Oregon ornone! He referred to the eloquent 
speech of Mr. Winthrop, in tis debate, and although 
he could not adopt his sentiments, yet he acknow. 
ledged it was a very pretty thing—a very pretty 
thing! He complimented Mr. Adams, for his sen(i. 
ments on this question, and alluded to Mr. Pendleton’, 
eloquent speech and said that that gentleman, in ad. 
dressing himself to the fears of the house had re. 
counted the numerous possessions of Great Britain 
and declared that her drum beat all round the globe! 
And the gentleman seemed almost to hear them! 
Why, said he, so eloquent and thrilling was the gen. 
tleman’s description of the drumming, I really thought 
that I could hear it! 

Mr. Holmes, of 8. Carolina, obtained the floor, ang 
the committee rose. 

Several communications from. the departments 
were laid before the house, and ordered to be print. 
ed—after which, on motion the house adjourned. 
Tuurspay, Jan. 29. Mr. Emile La Sere, elected 
from Louisiana in place of the hon. John Slidell, re- 
signed, appeared, qualified and took his seat. 

Mr. C. J. Ingersoll, offered a proposition to termi. 
nate debate on the Oregon notice on Saturday, 7th 
Feb. next. Laid on the table by yeas 84, nays 52. 
Oregon notice. —The debate on the Oregon notice 
was resumed in committee, Mr. Tibbatis in the chair. 
Mr. Holmes, of S. C., addressed the committee in 
Opposition to the proposition and dwelt upon the na- 
val power and preparations of England contrasted 
with our defenceless condition. 

Mr. Ewing, of Tenn., next spoke, and discussed 
the American title, which he considered as far from 
being ‘clear and undisputable” ty the whole of Ore- 
gon. 

Mr. Baker, of Illinois, (whig) replied to speeches 
made in opposition to giving the notice, and ardently 
supported the necessity and policy of insisting upon 
all our rights to all Oregon with firmness. He also 
set forth in prominence the principle of “manifest 
destiny” as demanding this course of procedure. 

Mr. Hoge, of !1i., obtained the floor, and the com- 
mittee rose, and the house ai\journed. 


Farivar, Jan. 30. Ovegon.—Mr. Hoge, of Illinois, 
replied to the arguments of most of thuse who had 
opposed the measure, and contended that it was the 
best and on!y means of preserving peace, and bring: 
ing the Oregon difficulties to a determination. 

Mr. Wick, of Indiana, followed on the same side, 
in a style of dry humor which elicited much merri- 
ment from the committee. He, too, took up the ar- 
guments of the gentlemen who had opposed giving 
the notice proposed, and on those arguments he com- 
mented with much severity. At the close he briefly 
delivered his own views; which were, that all the 
measures necessary for assuming the control and ac- 
tual sovereignty of Oregon should, at all events, be 
taken; that notice should precede them—chiefly, 
however, because the president had recommended ti; 
and he avowed his opinion that this course was not 
unlikely to Jead to war; but that that formed no rea 
son for the least hesitation in pursuing the course we 
deemed right; and further, that if this congress should 
refuse to do this, the people would send here a con- 
gress who would, 

Mr. Andrew Johnson, obtained the floor. . 

Texas mails.—The bill from the senate to estabiish 
mail routes in ‘lexas was considered in committee 
of the whole. 

Mr. Culver, arose and expatiated upon the uncon’ 
stitutionality and monstrosities of the annexation 0 
Texas and of all proceedings connected with It. 

Mr. McConnell, replied; his speech eliciting muc 
merriment. ; + 

The committee rose, and reported the bili; whic? 
was then passed, and the house adjourned. 

Saturpar, Jan. 31. After explanations from 
Messrs. Yancey and Bayly, of what they had inten” 
ed to express by their Oregon speeches. 

Mr. McClernand, of lilinois, asked the house tog? 
into committee of the whole on the state of the Uo: 
ion in order to take up a Dill regulating and litt 
ing the fees of custom house officers. Mr. MeDow 
ell, of Ohio, wae called to the chair, and the b! 
was read amended and passed. [I'he bill 's A 
signed to prevent all collectors and naval officer 
from receiving any sum beyond the amount alee 
by law—or any sum beyond the amount allowed 
salaries. } Saal 

Oregon. The house again went into committe 
the whole upon the state of the Union. _ 

Mr. Johnson, of Tenn., addressed the commilte® 
He commenced by defending John Quincy Ada of 
from what he regarded as the misrepresentation$ 
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Mr. Bayly twice rose and saifi that ne was both mis- 
yaderstood and misrepresented by the member from 
Tennessee. “The chate calied to order. 

Mr. Johnson replied and told the gentleman that 
he should not be moved by his scowls or his threats. 
They had no terrors for him. The gentleman might 

o home-and talk to his slaves. He was not moved 
when madmen stared. Mr. J. continued, and next 
denounced ten of the members from Virginia, who 
were more conservative upon this question than the 
senator from Virginia, (Mr. Rives,) who had been 
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naval forces of the United States, aid to build, purchase, | peace « he two countries, cannot be longer delayed, 


or charter, arm, equip, and man such vessels and sieam- 
ae as he shall deem necessary for the purposes afore- 
said. 

Sec. 3. And be tt further resolved, That the sum of 
— millions of doliars is bereny appropriated and 
placed at the disposal of the president of the United 
States for the purpose of executing the provisions afore- 
said; to provide for which the secretary of the treasury 
is authorized to borrow money on the credit of the Unit- 


aud, at thesame time. of affording every possible « ppor- 
tunity to such final adjustment, on terms alike honorable 
and satisfactory to both parties: 

Resolved by the senateund house of representatives of 
the United States of America, in congress assembled, 
That the president of the United States be requested to 
give due notice of twelve months to the government of 
Great Britain that, after the expiration of the suid term 
of notice, the United States of America will annul 





hurled from power for his conservativism. Mr. 
J. also defended the line of 54, 40, and took the 
same grounds as the president, whom he defended at 
ength. 
Mr. Wood, of N. Y., was in favor of compromis- 
ing the question upon the 49th degree of north lati- 
tude, and believed that our title south of this line 
was good, ‘*Masterly activity” and ‘masterly in- 
activity” he opposed, believing that both would fead 
to war, he was for peace, and believed that a renew- 
gi of negotiations would result in an honorable 
peace. Posterity would pronounce a doom upon 
those who unnecessarily plunged the country into a 
war with Great Britain. Mr W. expressed him- 
self surprised at the course of argument of some of 
the members upon this question. He voted for Mr. 
Polk, and had great confidence in his ability and in 
his wish to do right on this subject, but it had never 
entered his head that he came here to represent Mr. 
Polk. He thought that he was the representative of 
his constituents and not of the president. 

The floor was given to Mr. Thompson, of Miss., 
upon whose motion the committee rose. 

Resolutions were presented upou the subject of the 
tariff from the legislature of Pennsylvania. 

The house adjourned. 


Monpay, Fes. 2. Mr. Dargin asked leave to in- 
troduce a joint resolution which was read as fol- 
lows: 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of 
the United States of America, in congress assembled, 
That the differences exisung between the government of 
the Uuited States and the goverment of Great Britain, 
in relation to the Oreguu territury, are still the subject of 
honorable negotiation and compromise, and should be so 
adjusted. 

Sec. 2. And be it further resolved, That the line sepa- 
rating the British provinces of Canada from the United 
States should be extended due west to the coast south of 
Fraser’s River, and trom thence through the centre of the 
Straits of Fuea to the Pacific Ocean, giving tothe Unit- 
ed States that portion of the territory south, and to the 
government of Great Britain that portion of the territory 
north of said line. 

The resolutions were committed to the committee 


of the whole on the stat t “dered | 
#9 We Valon, snd ordered 'Martha Gray, of Boston, praying remuneration as_ 


to be printed. 


ed States, and to cause certificates to be issued therefor, 
agreeably to the provisions of the fifth section of the act 
oresaid, approved March third, eizhteen hundred and 
thirty—nine. 
The resolution was received, and committed to the 
committee of the whole on the state of the Union, 
and ordered to be printed. 


and abrogate the said convention of the 6th of August, 
1827, so continuing the provisions of the third article of 
the convention of ‘he 20th of October, 1318, aforesaid. 
The resolution was committed to the committee 
of the whole on the state of the Union, and ordered 
to be printed. 
Oregon, again.—Mr. Dromgoole, on leave, intro- 
Mr. Pettit also asked leave to submit a resolution | duced a bill to annul and abrogate the convention of 
in relation to Oregon; which was read, as follows: | the 6th August, 1827. It was read, and is as fol- 
Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of | lows: 
the United States of America, in congress asvembled,| Wnhereas, &c. [We omit his preamble.] 
That the president of the United States forthwith cause| Be it therefore enacted, That the said convention shal! 
notice to be given to the govern.nent of Great Britain, | be annulied and abrogated at the expiration of twelve 
that the convention between the United States of Anie- | months after the date of the delivery to the government 
‘rica and Great Brivain, concerning the territory on the | of Great Britain of the due notice required to be given. 
| north west coast of America, west of the Stonvor Rocky| Be it further enacted, Thatt\.e president of the United 
Mountains, of the sixt) day of August, eighteen hun- | States is hereby authorised and required, in such sulemn 
dred and twenty-seven, signed at Lonuon, shall be an-| and respectful mode ashe may deem proper, to cause 
nulled and abrogated twelve months after giving said no-| the said due notice of twelve months to be piven in the 
rice. i : , /name of the United States, one of the contracting par- 
‘he resolution was received and committed to the | ties, to the government of Great Britain, the other con- 
committee of the whole on the state of the Union, | tracting party. 
and ordered to be printed. | Be tt further enacted, That, for the purpose of ena- 
Mr. Brown, of Virginia, asked leave to move a_ bling the president to comply herewith at as early a day 
resolution which it was read as follows: |as he may think advisable, there be appropriated a su:n 
Wuereas the friendly relations now existing between | exceeding —— dollara, to be used if necessary, and 
the United States and Great Britain are in danger of be- | '2. be ncomatirsd - ~ money in the treasury not other- 
ing interrupted, in consequence of the unsettled claims | W'8e appropriated. but nothing in this act is intended 
of the respective countries to the territory lying on the | '° interfere with the right and discretion of the proper 
| norih west coast of America, west of the Stony Moun- puthorities.of the iwe SPOUAOPAS parties to renew or 
itains; therefure, with a view toa speedy and amicable | PUrsue Negotiations for an amicable settlement of the 
l setilement of their differences— controversy respecting the Oregon territory. ; 
| Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of | The bill was also committed to the committee of 
‘the United States of America, in conyress assembled, | the whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 
That the president of the United States cause notice to | be printed. 
‘be given to the government of Great Britain, that the; The United States and Mexico.—Mr. Ashmun, on 
| convention between the United Siates and Great Britain, | leave, moved the following resolution: 
| concerning the territory of Oregon, of the sixthof A u-; Resolved ‘That the president of the United States be 
pms eigi een hundred and twenty-seven, signed at. ré quested to Communicate tothe house of representatives 
ondon, shall be aunulied and abrogated at the expira-| any information in his possession, not heretofore commu- 
‘tion of the tevin of twelve mon-hs from and after said »jeared, which affects the relations existing between the 
notice shall be given, cunformably to the second article United States and the Republic of Mexico, and particn- 
of the said convention of the sixth of August, eighteen Jarly whether the army or navy of the United States, or 


hundred and twenty-seven. ‘any part of either, has been ordered to move towards 
The resolution was received, read, and referred that republic; and what occurrences have come to thie 


to the committee of the whole on the state of the! knowledge ef the president to require such a movement: 

Union, and ordered to be printed. | Provided, The information can, in bis opinion, be com- 
A petition was presented by Mr. Winthrop from municated without detriment to the public interest. 

Oregon notice.—The house again resolved itself 




















at ij ; , | into committee of the whole on the state of th . 
Mr. Tibbatts asked leave to introduce a joint reso- | the widow for the services of Captain Robert Gray, nae 


lution in relation to Oregon, which was read, as fol- 
lows: 

Rosolved by the senate and house of representatives of 
the United States of America, in congress ussembled, | 
hat the president of the United States forthwith cause 
hotice to be given to the government of Great Britain 
that the convention between the United States and 
Great Britain concerning the territory of Oreyon, of the 
sixth of August, eighteen hundred and twenty-seven. 
signed at London, shall be annulled and abrogated at the 
expiration of the term of twelve months from and after 
Me time said notice shall be given, conformably to the 
second article of said convention; and that the presi- 
dent of the United States accompany said notice with 
al assurance to the government of Great Britain of the 
Sincere desire which exists on the part of the govern. 
ment of the United States for a speedy and amicable 
settlement of all disp.ies between the two governments 
iN relation to the territory of Oregon, and of the earnest 

esire by which this government is animated of main- 
‘aining the peace of the world, and of consolidating the 
relations of good understanding which so huppily exist 
eiween the two governments. 

Sec. 2. And beit further resolved, That the president 
of the United States is hereby authorised to repel any 
and all aggressions upon the commerce of the United 
States; to resist any attempt which may be made to ex- 
ercise exclusive jurisdiction over any part of the territo- 
ty claimed by the United States, and to repel invasions 
of the same; and for these purposes to employ such por- 
tions of the militia of the United States as he may deem 
advisable, agreeably to the provisions of the second and 
third sections of an actentitled ‘an act giving t» the 
President of the United States additional powers for the 
defence of the United States, in certain cases, against 
Invasion, and tor other purposes,” approved the third of 
“arch, eighteen hundred and thirty-nine; tu accept the 
Services of any number of volunteers, not exceeding 
~~ thousand, to serve during the war, or for any less 
Period, in the manner provided tor by an act entitled 

an act authorising the president of tle United States tu 
mee tthe services of volunteers, and to raise an addi- 
onal regiment of dragoons or mounted nflemen,” ap- 
Proved the twenty-third of May, eighteen hundred and 
fly-six; to employ the regular military force of the 


a ited States, and touexpand and increase the sume to 


the discoverer of the Oregon or Columbia river and, ion, (Mr. Tabbatts in the chair,) and resumed the con- 
who was in the naval service in the revolutionary | Sideration of the joint resolution reported by Mr. 
war, and to whom she was married in February, 1794. | re J. Ingersoll, from the committee on foreign af- 
The existing law limits p-nsions to marriages of any *4!TS- Boat & 

date before ist Jan., 1794. She prays an extension | Mr. Leake, of Virginia, first addressed the com- 
of it in this special case, and sets forth for her late | Miltee in a speech of much earnestness in opposition 
husband also that he was the first to bear the flag of | to the resolution giving notice, and in reply to the 
our country round the world. charges which had been brought against the course 


Referred to the committee on revolutionary pen- | Of his state in relation to that measure. 
sions. 7P Mr. Strong, of N. Y., took the opposite side of the 


Some considerable tire was next taken up by Mr.. question, and highly commended the course of the 


boy ite A Piotr | president, as carryimg cut the pledges of the Balti- 
Bayly, of Virginia, in explaining his views and re- | more Convention. 


marks on his Oregon speech as commented upon) He was followed by Mr Sawyer, of Ohio, who 
eu e A ah ’ ’ 
criticised and exposed by Mr. 4 Johnson, of Tenn., | made a humorous and original speech in support of 
Mr. Johnson replied, adhering to the justness of his: 9... right to Oregon and the whoie continent, by Di- 
own strictures. gh a | Bo pdadog 9 raped Rca ig vine gift, as the theatre for the experiment of prin- 
sur-rejoined, The Snrel ™ asi os etry ae pA ciples of liberty. Considering Great Britain as an 
the severity with which } Oo, i revrew ee Me. intruder, he dealt her many heavy blows, confess- 
B's opposition to ae ae, mY ie acenae y Mie | ing that he was animated by an old grudge personal 
adaiaw? & hear shisromed Gimiell fn He Tavot- “Ils! to himself and common to his county, district, and 
ams’ ha s s favor. ; ; 
the west generally, and to all t! - 
Oregon.—Mr. Tibbatts moved to terminate the Ore- Tit teat ’ the people of the Unit 
gon debate on the 9th Feb. His motion was laid on| " ye pei of Kentucky, obtained the floor, and, on 
, ; : , ’ 
the table by 99 to 88. . . | his motion, the committee rose, 
The debate on giving the notice was resumed in 


ttee of the whole. Mr. Thompson spoke in A fren she:Siiag.or alee aemeaes 
committee » MP, eat Mr. Collamer asked \e - 
add AF ths esdai: Tin cdvarded ik ts one having I ollamer asked leave to introduce the follow 


hich otherwie ing resolution: 

a tendency to remove the dangers which ot lerwise| “Resolved, That the president of the United States be 
present themselves of a tendency to and result in| aig he is hereby requesied to communicate to this house, 
war. For want of a quorum, the committee then |g) far ag in his opimen the public service will permit, ail 
rose, and the house adjourned. correspondence which has passed between the govern- 
ment of Great Britain and this government, or by or be- 
tween any of the officers of said governments, in rela- 
tion to the country west of the Rocky Muvuntains, 
since the last annual imessage of the president to this 
house. 

Objections being made,a motion was made to 
suspend the rules. ‘The rules were suspended, anda 
motion was made to lay the resolution upon the table. 
Motion was lost, ayes 62, noes 94, 

Mr. Holmes, of S. C., asked leave to present reso- 
lutions from the Memphis Convention. Their re- 





Tuespay, Fes. 3. Ovegon.—Mr. Jas. 4. Black, on 
leave, introduced the following: 

Wuereas, &c., [the greater part of the preainble 
we omit] so that a lunger Coninuance of the above 
recited provisions of tse convention aforesaid en- 
dangers those friendly relations which this country de 
sires to maintain with all nations, on honorable and equi 
table terms. 

And whereas this government has made repeated and 
laudable effurts to settle and adjust the claims of both 
parties. in the spirit of liberai compruimise, but without 





nY nuinber not exceeding ——— thousand men; to com- 





success: ception was objected to, and the house adjourned, 
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DEBATE IN THE U. S. SENATE. 








January 26TH 1846. 


On the motion to receive the resolution offered by 


Mr. ALLEN, relative to the, 
INTERFERENCE OF FOREIGN POWERS. 
Some extracts from this debate were inserted in 
our last number. The following additional extracts 
are due to the occasion, 


January 27. Foreign interference. 
justification of his proceeding in having introduced 


the resolutions agaist foreign interference in the re- | Union, 
lations between the United States of America and | 


other states of this continent, next quoted from the 
journal of the senate in 1840, the proceedings en- 
tered into by Mr Calhoun himself in relation to the 
brig Enterprise, the slave transport that was driven 
fortuitously into a Bahama port, and the resolutions 
instantly offered thereupon by Mr. Calhoun. That 
series of resolutions was declaratory of the law of 
nations as interpreted by the gentleman himself, 


|motion. After dwelling briefly upon this, he also 


the house of representatives that an appropriation 


. | questions. 
| 
Mr. Allen, in| even referred 


speech then made, a passage in relation to the 





and which he sought to have promulgated by the 
action of this body. How were they received?— 
They were met, with more of courtesy than the 
gentleman has shown towards the series which | 
have sought to introduce. They were not met at 


the threshold with any objection to their reception. * 


True a distinguished senator from Kentucky, not 
now in this body, intimated that although he had no 
objections to them, yet he did not exactly see the 
necessity for the expression of the views of the 
senate on what he regarded as abstractions. And 


what response did the senator of South et 


make? Mr. A. here read an extract from the speech 
Mr. Calhoun then made appealing to the senate 
to give their sanction to his resolutions, to give their 
countenance in the spirit of patriotism and of re- 
ciprocal favor and justice, to the southern doctrine 


the interest of any portion whatever of the Union 
even the most remote called for defence. 


places and in all time. He had gut these resolu- 
tions in with a view of their being incorporated as 
the American interpretation of the law of nations. 
He had got them in to regulate the maritime inter- 
course of the universe—to operate upon the coun- 
cils of Great Britain and the deerces of Napoleon, 
because these extended only to the commerce of the 
belligerent nations. 
extensive than these decrees or the orders in council; 
and that being so, when the senator had got his re- 
solutions in, he cried aloud, ‘tnow that they are 
here, if you do not pass them you surrender the 
principle—not only the right, but the principle—and 
therefore you must mark well what you are about’? 
Well, now, the senator from South Carolina was 
not contented with making that short speech which 
he delivered in the running diseussion on the intro- 
duction of the resolution, but he also made an ela- 


borate speech on the passage of the resolutions.— | 
The resolutions having been referred to the com-| 
mittee on foreign relations, who had charge of the | 
subject—though he imtroduced them nctas from that | 
committee, but had the.n referred to it, just as Lnow | 
propose to do with regard to the resolution now be- | 
fore the senate—and having undergone a slight mo- | 


dification, Which went to limit the extent of jurisdic- 
tion, they were reported back by the committee on 


mous vote of the senate of the United States. 
I find the vote, “‘ayes—Allen, &c. Nays—none.”— 
Now upon a point of maritime law—that law by 
which the British empire is sustained far more than 
by that thing which is called the British constitu- 
tion—that law which holds her vast commercial! 
system together—that maritime law extended ac- 
cording to our interpretation of it, was here to be 
enforced by the unanimous vote of the senate.— 
But it was all harmless then!—nay, the senator from 
South Carvlina was so ardent in his advocacy of 
the resolutions, that he took occasion to call on all 
other parts of the Union to come to their support, 
claiming especial credit for the south—that’s the 
word—for having gone into two wars upon what he 
was pleased to call more northern than southern 
questions. 

Mr. A. after further vindication of his course 
with thatof Mr. Calhoun’s himself as a precedent 


adduced also the proceedings and quoted the rese- 


lution of Mr. Mallory, of December Ist, 1823, call- 





| 


of right in slave property, &c. &c., and referring to | 
the proud recollections of the south that they iad ' 
never hesitated to count cost or danger whenever | 


| make them. 
The gentleman (Mr. A. then went on to say) had, ly and direct. 
got his resolutions in—resolutions laying down a Jaw | 
coextensive with the globe itself; stretching over | 
land and sea; applicable alike to every barbarous | 
power and every civilized nation; applicable to all | 


But the resolutions were more | 


-away by treaty the American claim to all Oregon, 


wus 0 Japse of time, it will not be considered any violation 
foreign relations, and were passed hy the unani- | or confidence to state briefly the question which 
Here | jed to the declaration. 
valliance tooverthrow Bonaparte. England refused 
(to join it, although she acted with it. In the pro- 











ing upon the president to lay before the house any 
‘tinformation relative to the determination of any 
sovereign or combination of sovereigns to assist 
Spain in the subjugation of her colonies,” &c., &c.., 
as farther authority and precedent for his own 


referred to Mr. Webster’s resolution mtrodeced in 


should be made to defray a mission to Greece as 
farther precedent for the right and propriety of in- 
dividual action of members in reference to national 
The motion of Mr. Webster was not 
Lo any committee but was at once de 
bated in committee of the whole on the state of the 
Mr. A. also quoted from Mr. Webster’s 


president’s communications respecting both South 
America and Greece, as confirmatory of the pro- 
priety of his own present movement. 

And now, Mr. President, (continued Mr. Allen) I 
have referred to these things, as I stated at the out- 
set, to justify myself from the imputations cast upon 
me of arrogating to myself the business of the come 
mittee, by the presentation of this resolution. And 
nuw | will conclude by stating why I did not do this 
on the instant. I should have done it in that case 
with perhaps more tmprudent ardor than now, had 
not the motion to lay on the table precluded debate, 
and, of course, precluded me from the opportunity 
of repelling the intimations to which I have alluded. 
{ have now, sir, said all that | deem necessary on the 
subject. 

Mr. Calhoun. Mr. President, I trust [ have too 
much self-respect, too great a regard for the subject 
matter before the senate, to follow the example of 
the senator from Ohio in giving the discussion a 
personsal direction. I had not the slightest idea in 
the world, when I simply stated my views in mere 
detail, to which the senator has adverted, to give 
any offence by saying that the senator had not con- 
sulted the senator from Michigan, [Mr. Cass,] the 
senator from Arkansas, [Mr. Sevier,] or any other 
member of the committee, and had introduced the 
resolutions on his own responsibility. I made no 
such insinuations for the purpose imputed. I never 
What I have to offer, is offered open- 

The fact has moved the senator most 
profoundly. Ishall be very brief in my remarks 
on this occasion, and on the various topics present- 





ed. I must say, in the first place, that the senator 
from Ohio has utterly failed in his effort. A chair- 
man of a committee, with subject matter contained 
in the president’s message already before them, 
moving a resolution on it here, or getling a vote of 
the senate, and thus acting on it! I say the question 
is without precedent, because, 1 presume, the sena- 
tor has made a careful search, and has not found an 
analogous case. 


[Mr. Calhoun, next dissented to the existence of 
any analogy between the motion of Mr. Allen on 
the one hand, and, on the other, the introduction of 
those of Mr. Hannegan, denying any right to grant 


or his own in 1840 in relation to the slave transport 
brig Enterprise, or thatof Mr. Mallory in 1823 in 
reference to President Monroe’s message, which last 
he was not conversant with and which therefore 
may have been an accidenta) exception to the rule. 
Mr. C. after giving his reasons for denying the exis- 
tence of any analogy between them continued. ] 

I will now pass on, and make a few remarks on a 
subject touched by the senator from Michigan.— 
The senator justified the course pursued by Mr. 
Monroe in 1823 and 1824. ‘The case was not analo- 
gous. I do not remember whether the injunction of 
secrecy was removed. A friend said last evening 
it had beer. However, I presume, alter so great a 


We all remember the holy 


cess of time the holy alliance contemplated an in- 
terference with the affatrs of South America, in or- 
der to restore the dominion of Spain over her re- 
volted provinces. Our government received an ia 
timation fron Mr. Canoing, who was then at the 
head of the British ministry, a man of extraordi- 
nary sagacity and talent, stating at the same time 
that if the American government would back the 
British government, she would discountenance such 
interference. And this general declaration had re- 
ference to a specific case, and stopped there. Mr. 
Monrce was a wise man, and had no design of bur- 
dening the country with a task which it could not 
perform. Was a broader declaration claimed by 
the genil:man then secretary of state? As far as 
my knowledge extends, it was never brought for 
ward for cabinet deliberation. 


It has been a long 


———$—<—<—~ 
doubt that the gentleman to whom reference hag 
been made is entitled to the paternity. I say gs 
because out of it grew the Panama convention, 
although it was not legitimately an offspring. But’ 
if this declaration was right, the Panama conven. 
tion was no bad conception, and our sending a min. 


ister could hardly be resisted. [t was a more sep. 


sible form of carrying out a broad proposition, By: 


Mr. President, you and all the older senators know 
what would have been the result. If, when we 
were called on, we had said we would join Greg 
Britain against the rest of the world, we would have 
been prostrate. I did, when the proposition first 
came up, give my consent to it; but, after reflection, 
thought that it had a pernicious effect elsewhere, ang 
would have itnow. [ made no opposition to this jn 
consequence of a deference to Great Britain or the 
She Buropten powers, but a deference to ourselves, 
Our own good sense should teach us that we ought 
not to undertake what we cannot perform. It should 
be so with individuals, and with nations. By the 
aduption of the principle of the resolution, we would 
be called on to interfere whenever a European na- 
tion, right or wrong, should bring on a conflict of 
arms between one or another nation on this conti- 
nent. I would ask the senator from Michigan, where 
is the limitation? 

Mr. Cass. Will the gentleman allow me to ex. 
plain? The principle for which I contend is this; 
by such a declaration ay that conte nplated in the 
resolution, we would merely place our protest on 
record, not being thereby bound to any definite 
course of action, but being left free to maintain neu- 
trality or actively engage in enforcing the principle, 
as we might see fit. 

Mr. Calhoun. Well, would it not be better to 
wait for the emergency in which we would have 
sufficient interest to interfere, and sufficient power to 
make that interference influential? Why make any 
such declaration now? What good purpose can it 
serve? Only to show to the men thatare to come 
after us that we were wiser and more patriotic than 
we feared they might be! I cannot for my life, see 
a single good likely to result from this measure.— 
Will it have a tendency to conciliate European pow- 
ers, who, in case of a collision with Great Britain, 
might be friendly to us? or will such a declaration 
prevent these great five European powers, who, he 
says, have the regulation of the balance of power, 
and can do their fiat in Europe trom attempting the 
execution of any of their schemes? Will mere 


| vaporing bravado have any practical effect? No— 


You must adopt a very different course of policy.— 
You must arm, equip, fit out your navies, raise 4 
powerful revenue, and resist them by practical 
measures if you think proper to resist them. Will 
not the effect of such a declaration be the very re- 
verse of all this practical course of policy? Will it 
not create great jealousy on the part of England’— 
Will it not militate against the formation of alliances 
on the partof nations favorably disposed towards 
us? No good effects can come from it. From first 
to last, in my opinion, it will be followed by ua 
qualified evil consequences. [on this spirit I resist: 
ed iton a former occasion; in this spirit I resist ! 
now. 


Mr. Allen rose and said, that as to the precedents 
—so many of which were on record, but of which 
he had been content to quote half a dozen—they 
still stood there unreplied to. 
senator from South Carolina, that they did not ap- 
ply in the present case, was the most extraordinaly 
way of answering them. He did not think it re 
quisite to go over all the gentleman said; but ove 
principle he would notice which was laid down by 
him, and that was in regard to the confinement of 
the powers of the senate until committees should re 
port on matters referred to them. Now what would 
be the state of the question by the application 0 
such a principle as that? That constitution requit 
the president to communicate to congress, at te 
opening of the session, his views of our affairs, 
ternal and external. If the president’s mess#s° 
comprehends all those subjects, us it ought to do, 
its different portions are referred (as a matter ° 
course) to their several respective committees.— 
What then? Why, as a matter of course, the sé 
ale must sit there dumb until it may please the seve 
ral commitices to report. Tne senate loses its pow" 
er over those subjects, and every one of ite mer, 
bers is gagged—all are muzzled by the preside . 
message which happens to allude accidentally » 
the matter. The president’s message recommen 
ed appropriations for the army and for the on, 
and that portion of it is referred to the comm! 
on military and on naval affairs; | a 
ing to the senator from South Carolina, no 
tor can originate a bill,or make a motion 08 
subject, because that reference extracts 0 


‘ 








time since, and I will not be positive. 


1 have no 


‘ " , er; n* 
the senate that principle of vitality giving it °° 


The assertion of the | 


therefore, acco!” 
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—== trol over the legislative field; at paralyses the sen-|the other sovereigns signed it in person that thing| republic. However that might be they would not 
nce hag te, and, according to his doctrine, no member of | called the British constitution required it to be sign | go to the pains of preventing any such confedera- 
8ay 80 that body could originate a motion. No wherejed by a responsible minister, thereby causing an/tions by showing the white feather. When they 
fention, else but in the president’s message are there to be | incongruity which alone prevented the signature.— talked of preparation, they were charged with a de- 
But. introduced great questions of national interest.— But substantially for giving effect to the project put| sire for war, as if there existed upon the earth a 
conven. Well, the question is referred, and being referred, forward by the holy alliance, Great Britain was as | single man who would desire war so long as it could 
@ min. not a member of that body was to make a solitary much a member then and now as the other sove-| be avoided or postponed. He (Mr. A.) would not 
re sen. motion, because the matter is sent to a committee,.— reigns; and France had adhered, after the restora- have alluded to the interference in the affairs of 
on. But Now, suppose the senator himself should happen to/| tion of the Bourbons, to the principles of the holy | Texas, but for the remarks of the senator from 
's know et into power, and take up every subject matter his |alliance. He (Mr. A.) was not, then, mistaken in| South Caroiina, that no specific case had been nained 
hen we imagination could suggest as possible for congress to| saying that two members of the holy alliance | in the presideui’s message, inasmuch as he did not 
n Great touch; that his message came there and was refer within three, two, even one year, had interfered to| mention that of the South American republics. He 
ald have red: why then, according to him, nota man could |change our political organization, and interfered | (Mr. A.) had spoken of that of Texas as one much 
ion first offer a resolution because the president’s message | to prevent the admission of a state into the Union; more nearly connected with their own firesides.— 
flection, had taken the matter up already. There was sonfe- | and that upon the said ground it was necessary to| That interference should cease; it must cease; and 
ere, and thing $0 monstrous in that doctrine, that it was quite check it. Now if the gentleman [Mr. C.] wanted | they might as well tell Europe calmly and mildly in 
D this in unnecessary to say another word on it. [Mr. Cal-|a case, let him look at home. He was not going to} the form of those resolutions, at the beginning, as 
n or the houn here arose under the impression that Mr. A.| bring him (Mr. A.) to Patagonia all the way. He by a ceclaration of war. The sovereigns of Europs 
irselves, had finished, but immediately gave way.] The sena- | knew the strength of his position, and he would ad- could not be allowed to interfere in the affairs of 
ye ought tor from S. Carolina in speaking of the declaration | here to it. These resolutions looked to that inter- | this continent as they had done in the case of Tex- 
lt should of Mr. Monroe in his message, had said that it was | ference, and when they came to be discussed, they }as and Mexico. The thing cannot be tolerated; 
By the a specific case, and that there was no specific case would see who made out the strongest case in the’ and if this congress takes upon itself to negative 
ve would contained in the message of Mr. Polk. To thathe|matter. Why, they saw that years ago, the British | the declarations of the president, and by that nega- 
pean na- (Mr. A.) would answer, that the president did not | government were charged to their teeth, by the | tion to hold out an encouragement for European in- 
onflict of name a specific case in words; but there was some: | senator from South Carolina himself, with interfer- | terference iv our affairs, the people will send a con- 
is conti- thing named in words that came more home tothem/|ing in the most outrageous manner; and he gave, gress that will notdoit. This matter has not sprung 
n, where than the case of the South American republics; he | that fact as a reason for the hurry and expedition up in an hour—it is not to be denied in an hour.— 
alluded to the mention made of the interference of | we should exercise in the case of Texas, belore, The substance of this resolution must be before 
ne to ex. the British and French governments to prevent the | Great Britain interfered. He (Mr. A.) then went congress till it receive its sanction. Tt is not child’s 
d is this: annexation of Texas to the United States. There} for Texas with all his heart, not upon principle of play that it can be scouted out in this way. _Ttshall 
d in the was a case of interference—of palpable, political in | local advantage; he went for it to gratify no preju- receive that attention from me, at least, which | be- 
rotest on terference. Yes, those powers had endeavored to|dice—to strengthen no sectional interest—but be-| lieve every feeling of patriotism requires that | 
+ definite come between us and Texas, and had offered a high | cause he believed the happiness and prosperity of the; should bestow upon it. 
tain neu- boon to bribe that gallant people; and the people of|great mass of the peopie of this country would be; Mir, Calhoun. The senator supposes that 1 would 
principle, the United States were now under an obligation, | increased by it. He again said that they had then have transferred the whole power on this subject to 
not tothe prompt energy of their government, but|a case for their interference and they allowed the the committee. It is hardly necessary to reply to 
better lo to the incorruptible honesty and stern patriotism of | time to go by; but there was another time approach- jat, Committees are but the creatures of the se- 
ould have the people of Texas who had large boons offered | ing which by improving they might do service The pate As to Texas, Mr. President, as far as I liad 
power lo them to become, Lot nominally, but substantially a| executive ought, in his judgment, to place a pro- any share in the management of that particular 
make any British province. Why, did not every one see why | test before those foreign governments of France and question, I can only say that that declaration of Mr. 
se can it Great Britain and France should wish to see Tex-!England. Their mediation is no longer required; it Monroe had not the weight of that piece of paper; 
to come as become a British province? On the part of these | is a dangerous thing which ought not to be resorted anq if a thousand such declarations, in even strong- 
iotic than powers, there was no offer made to the govern-|to by this government. When they came to medi- ey terms, had been made and passed the senate, they 
y life, see ments of Mexico and Texas to compromise their | ate, they came to assail, by cutting up this conti- would not have had that weight. Declarations, sir, 
easure.— difficulties, nor that Texas should annex herself to|nent in parcels, driving its inhabitants here and there are easily made. ‘The affairs of nations are not con- 
pean pow: Mexico; but they did propose to Texas, that if she|as droves of hogs. They were at liberty tocomeon {polled by mere declarations. If a declaration of 
at Britaia, should stay out of this Union, they would recognise | lawful business, in pursuit of their commercial traf- opinion were sufficient to change the whole course 
eclaration and sustain her independence. Why? Because she | fic—to buy and sell—but they must keep their dis- of events, no nation would be more prompt than 
s, who, he would soon be on our frontier an independent peo-| tance. The people of this continent wanted none we, But we must meet interference in our affairs in 
of power, ple, who would have to look abroad for protec-|of their arbitration—they would have none of it-— another way. We must meet it as it was met in the 
apting the tion, and so necessarily put herself under the pro-| Their own differences they might have, but they caye of Texas—decidedly, boldly, and practically. 
Will mere tection of France and England. It was on that|called upon no European sovereign to arbitrate.— We must meet each particular case by itself, and 
2 ~No— ground he (Mr. A.) had said a declaration ought to | They commenced with mediation in this very mat- gecording to its own merits, always taking care to 
policy.— have been made against the interference of France | ter between Mexico and Texas, and ended with an 


38, raise a 


and England; and if they had said against it that 


open struggle to prevent the annexation of Texas 





assert our rights whenever it is necessary to assert 
them. As to general abstract declarations of that 








practical war ought to have been declared, that would have/to this Union. Now, of this the president of the Kind, 1 would not give a farthing for a thousand of 
em. Will been the right and effective course. Those matters | United States was satisfied; he had stated it wisely, them. They do more harm than good, or rather no 
e very re- were alluded to in the president’s message. The |and in accordance with the wishes of the people of good at all, but a great deal of harm. While up, [ 
2? Will it HM object of that interference of France and England|the United States. The further duty was to lay| wish to allude to some remarks of the senator from 
Riglend!— was to keep a member out of the Union. There/a protest before the cabinets of France and Eng- Michigan, He seems to think that the news by the 
»f alliances would be as much right to reduce a member to go| land, and call an extraordinary session of congress, | jasi steamer was as belligerent as he could have an- 
d towards outof the Union as to prevent one coming in; and|if necessary, and make at once a declaration of ticipated. 
rom first Great Britrin and France would have as great a|war. If he did that, there would be no more, they Mr. Cass was understood to say that he did not re- 
wed by ul: right to hold out an inducement to one of our dis-| would hear no more, of balance of power for 4/ card the character of the late news to be such as 
rit 1 resist contentec states to leave the Union as to prevent|century hence. But so long as they moped along,|(y warrant any cliange in our defensive policy; but 
t I resist it Texas from coming in. Well, there was the sub-/neutralized the affair embodied in the president’s| the honorable senator was almost inaudible in the 

ject alluded to in the president’s message, in so} message, and proclaimed by their silence (as the gallery. 

precedents many words. Mexico and Texas were called by | senator said his silence proclaimed the case of the} Mr. Calhoun proceeded: Such an opinion coming 
‘tof whieh their names; and still the gentleman asked, where vessels) they disclaimed what the president said.— ‘from such a high authority, it is proper, perhaps, 
ozen—they Was there an allusion toa specific case? He(Mr.|And now he would again say what he had said that | give mine. I have read the articles in the 
tion of the | A.) had stated a case of Texas. And now he asked long before—that neither the case of Teepee papers, and as far as I am capable, I have endea- 
iid not ap- to be allowed--since the discussion had spread out that of Oregon, had anything todo with Great Bri- yored to trace in my mind the effects whieh the final 
traordinaly further than he wished it, to say in reference to the | tain’s course on the subject. She was looking at change of the ministry forming under Sir Robert 
think it re: i Condition of Mexico, that if the British and French | the structure of that system which was attracting | Pee} are likely to exercise on our affairs. The re- 
aid; but ove governments being dt the bottom of that audacious | to itall the weary of the world; whose example sult of the reflection is the opinion that the change 
‘id down by interference, avowed it, that would justify the resist-| was doing more to overthrow the dynasties of tWO) in the question is likely to be highly propitious.— 
Gnement of ance of our government. He was not to be fright. | thousand years, than all the armies that poured in-| The few words reau by the senator from one of the 
.s shouldre- fmm “ed by the cry of war. He had no hesitation in|to France, under the allied sovereigns, could do articles might seem to bear against this conclusion; 
what would Saylug that if any effort should be made to place ajif marshalled and brought into array against byt not so, { think, if taken in connexion with other 


plication of tench prince on the throne of Mexico, or to re-|it. It was that system, it was the New World’ 


ion requife 
sress, at te 
> affairs, 1 
t's message 


‘lore Texas as a province of Mexico, it would be 
the bounden duty of the United States to prevent 
those results. ‘T'he gentleman from South Carolina, 

-Calhoun,] to strenghten his views of the ques- 


that was affrighting the old; it was the new 
idea which emanated from the bosom of the New) 
World, and flashes like the beneficent light of day, 
through the night of European tyranny; proclaiming 


articles. The whole tone of the English press, 


| without a single exception, so far as 1 have seen, 
indicates an anxious desire to adjust this question 
_ with the United States in a peacefulmanner. But at 


the same time the whole tone and spirit of that 


ought to do, tion, took care to get on the other side of the goal. | to the masses that they were born to live and be hap- press shows that Great Britain thinks she has some 
a matter of ® went all the way to Patagonia, whilst he (Mr. | py; not with saddles on their backs, nor with masters : rights in Oregon, and if the United States under- 
mmittees— +) Staid at home, at the mouth of the Mississippi; | booted and spurred to ride them from the cradle to 


rse, the sen 
ase the seve" & 
oes its pow 
of its mem: 
e resident § 
cidentally 


© kept by our own shores, to show that there were 
Matters occurring so solemn as to call the attention 
o the president of the United Strtes—occurrences 
to less important than the interference of two 
Powers of the holy alliance with this government 
Within a couple of years past. When he said that 


the grave. Those were the questions which 25 years 
of peace had produced in the world, and whose 
agitation was enabling the people of Europe to go 
to work and accumulate great masses of wealth in 
their hands, thereby making themselves felt in the 
administration of political power. 


It was that un- | 


| take to assert her exclusive right to the whole, with- 
/out consulting her, the issue must be an appeal to 


arms. On ascertaining the news brought by the 
‘Liberty,’ my first impression was that Lord 
John Russell could not stand, and that conviction I 
intimated to some friends. But I hardly anticipated 


vical the return of Sir Robert Peel. Yet 1 must say that 
recommen hese Powers were both members of the holy alli- | conquerable spirit which is established and cherish- | that return of Sir Robert Peel, and with reinstated 
‘or the navy mie he did not say England was so on paper, or|ed by our example which was giving Great Britain | power, | regard as one of the most propitious cir- 
e commiltee at Lord Castlereagh signed the articles agreed to} and the allied sovereigns of Europe more concern’ gymstances pussible for this country. There must 


fore, sage 
option of 





Y the Emperor of Russia or the King of Prussia, in 

. Great Britain did not sign it, neither did her 
Minister; but the fact is, the only reason, as stated 
Y the minister, why it was not done was that while 





than a patch of snow covered soil on the frontier of 
Maine, or on the shore of the Pacific Ocean. She 
used these as protexts; perhaps she would find them 
large enough to form a confederation against this 


be a very great change since I had a share in the 
management of pubiie affairs, if the British go- 
verumeut be not anxious to settle this difficulty in 
an amicable manner. My convictions are now 
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this question can be honorably settled by negotia- | which covers this whole subject, had already been THE MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT ayo wtf 
tion. Mr. President, if it should not be so settled, I | referred to the committee on foreign affairs.—| — “he oes 
fear much of the responsibility will rest upon us.— | Moreover Mr C. views the proposition as unparlia- From the Journal des Debats. an it 
Instead of engaging in these agitating discussions in | mentary and out of order. The course of “thede-| [js plain that Mr. Polk belongs to a new schoo} sire Wo 
the front of these indications, being a wise course, | | mocratic” party on the Panama question was in di-| and that the American democracy, of whose passion. ha m 
regard it as any thing but'wise. That quietness with | rect opposition to and conflict With it. Mr. C.|he seems to be the faithful exponent, has ai pe 2 it 
which the whole British press has received the | quoted the amendment moved by Mr. McLane, of! itself up, since its seizure of Texas, to an ambition pee a 
president’s message appears to me to seta proper | Del. in 1826, to the resolution to pay a minister to} which may vet be fatal to it. This message is with peti i. 
example to us. We ought to receive the informa-| Panama, in proof of this assertion, which amend-| out a precedent, not merely in the manner in which pin 
tion, I think, highly favorable to an honorable set- | ment took ground against any entangling connexion | it treats the Oregon question. but for the genera] hose Am 
tlement of this question; and to none other than an jor alliance whatever with any of the other Ame: | tone which characterizes it. Until the present time lves to 
honorable settlement would I ever agree—we ought l rican nations either to prevent “changes in their go- certainly until! the time of Jackson, the nessages rs In th 
to receive it in the same spirit. If so recerved and | vernment, or interference or colonization of them | have been wont to speak with caution of the Euro. a rotes 
acted on, as | have confidence it will be, by the ex-| by European powers.” The whole of the now so- pean powers. The presijents were men, who had he hai da 
ecutive, I have, I repeat stronger hopes than ever|called democratic party voted in favor of that! visited Europe, and who’ had appreciated with their sage; but. 
that all wall be settled in an honorable and peaceful | amendment, and among them were the names of|own eyes the power of the great states of the Olg scalat 


way. 

Mr. Cass. I have no doubt that we may make a 
better arrangement with the Peel ministry than we 
could have made with a Russell ministry, and for 
the reason that Lord John Russell had committed 
himself before the world; but 1 fear they are all 


committed in the same way. As for the subdued | 


tone of the British press, to which reference tas 
been made, it only shows that nations cannot, any 
more than individuals, long keep at fever-heat. If 
any one wants to see abuse fervid enough of this 
country, let him look at the Times. For myself, 1 
confess 1 do not see where the point of union be- 
tween the two countries exists. [I do not see any 
practical offer on the part of Great Britain that we 


can accept, nor any from us that she can accept.— | 


1 do not see how the two nations are to meet. In 


all these papers I do not find one word that touches | 


upon that difficult view of the whole matter. This 
is not a mere question of language—of phaseology. 


The great question is whether one or o-her, or both | 


nations, are disposed to yield so as to meet on com- 


mon ground. Now, one word more, if you please. 
The gentleman from South Carolina has said that a! 


declaration is a mere piece of paper. Sir, paper 
bullets may sometimes be as mischievous as jeaden 
ones. [ have no idea, however, that if you adopt 
this resolution, we must go to war. It is a protest 


that we do not recognise their claims and principles , 
—and why? That some twenty years hence the | 
world should not get up and say you are bound by | 


your tacit acquiescence. I[t is the practice of na- 
tions that makes the law of nations; that is certain 
in a political sense. The practise of yesterday is 
the principle of toemorrow. Now we ought to say 
to England and the world ‘‘we acknowledge no sch 
principle.” We are growing stronger every day.— 
Time is dealing well by us. 
ever, to assume the character of propagandists, by 
adopting this declaration. We all know that this 


balance of power in Europe is nothing more or less der to reler special. matters to a committee, although | 
than a balance to maintain monarchical institutions | their general sudject had already been referred and 


under the guise of supporting a necessary equality. 
Now | do hope that we shall be contented with our 
own good things, and not practice a system of po- 
litical propagandism, If other rations prefer mo 
parchical governments to republicanisin, we have 
no right to complain of their decision, however, 
much they differ from us. The world is wide 
enough for them and for us. But we do ask to pro- 
test against the establishment of these monarchical 
institutions on this continent by any influence, direct 
or indirect. We say that would be dangerous to our 
progress, to our peace, and to the extension of the 


Carolina alluded to a great contest of principles 
which was sometime or other to take place. ‘There 
are antagonistic principles at work, which the most 
superficial observer cannot fail tu perceive. Tie 
contest must come. Whether the present or the 
succeeding generation will sec it, | know not; but 
come that contest will. Il have no desire, let me 
repeat, to go to war for purposes of political propo- 
gandism. Ali 1 maintain is the right to support our 
own institutions, and to ward off upposition. Itis 
in this order of things that | have alluded to facts 
connected with the operations of European powers 
on this continent. I have been actuated by no de- 
sire to excite prejudice against foreign governments, 
My sole desire is, that the American people should 
be fully awake to the nature of their own condition, 
and be prepared to meet all the responsibilities that 
devolve upon them, whatever difficulties or dangers 
may surround them. The censure thrown upon a 
casual expression of the honorable gentieman from 
Ohio, induces me to repeat it. It was tothe effect 
that we should be prepared in heart as well as in 
arms. And, sir, | do hope that if war comes, it 


will fina every cilizen of the United States prepared 


in heart. Such preparation is the surest augury of 


B8'CCeSS. 
Mr. J. AM. Clayton, next arose and addressed the 


senate. Mr. Clayton was opposed to the leave, and 


We do not want, how-| 


Mr. Buchanan and Mr. Polk; the latter the identi- 
cal man now in the presidential office. Mr. C. also 
here read some quotations from a speech then made 
hy one Mr. Polk in favor of that amendment of Mr. 
McLane. Mr. Polk’s remarks were as follows: 


“We have declared it as our opinion, by the adop 
lion of the amendment, that our policy was now, as 
itever had been, to observe a strict neutrality be- 
tween all belligerent powers; that ‘in extending our 
commercial relations with foreign nations, weshould 
have with them as little political connexion as pos 
sible;’ that we should ‘preserve peace, commerce, 
-and friendship with all nations, and furm entangling 
j alliances with none;’ that we should not ‘form any 
alliance, offensive or defensive, or negotiate respect- 
ing such alliance with allor any of the South Ame- 
rican republics;’ nor should we become parties with 
them, oreither of thein, to any joint declaration, for 
the purpose of preventing the interference of any of 





‘the European powers, with their independence or 


form of government,’ or ‘to any compact for the 
purpose of preventing colonization on the continent 
of America.’ These are sentiments, Mr. P. said, to 
which he most heartily subscribed. However 
‘strong his sympathies might be im favor of liberty 


and republican institutions, in whatever part of the | 


world they might make their appearance, the peace, 
the quiet, and prosperity of his coustry were pura- 
mount to every other consideration.” 


Mr. Clayton, after quoting the foregoing sentences 


to commit higsself for or aguinst the doetrine avow- 
ed in this resolution, and concluded by protesting 
against the ever recurring changes thus being made 
‘of what was to form the foundation of democratic 
principle. it was moreover out of order to offera 
resolution to refer again a subject already referred 
‘to the committee on foreign aflutrs. 


| Mr. Woodbridge, contended it was not out of or- 


‘adduced proofs from the journal in support of his 
view. 

| Me. Simmons advocated the leave. 

| Mr. Archer preferred at the present juncture that 
‘the motion should not prevail. 


Mr. Breese arose and vindicated the motion of Mr. 
Allen against the assertion of the senator from South 
Carolina, (Mr. Calhoun,) that it was without a pre- 
cedent. Mr. B. also vindicated the importance of 
}the declaration of Mr. Monroe against the present 
opinions of the senator and maintained that its im- 


| throughout the world. Talk of want of force ina 
‘mere declaration! ‘There was a declaration made in 
| 1776. Mr. B. would cordially support the motion 
‘for Jeave. It was proper by such declaration to 
‘prepare the spirit and heart of the nation for its du- 
duties. 


Afier a few remarks from Mr. Calhoun, the ques- 
tion was then put, and the yeas and nays being take 
en, resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, 

Bazby, Bento, Breese, Bright, Cameron, Cass, ‘Chal- 
iners, Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, Fairtield, Hanoegan, 
Lewis, Niles, Pennybacker, Semple, Simmons, Speigit, 
Sturgeon, ‘luraey, Woodbrijige, and Yulee—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Calhoun, 
Thomas Clayton, Juno M. Clayton, Corwin, Cristea 
den, Davis, Evans, Greene, Huntington, Jarnagin, 
Johuson, of Louiswaa, McDuatfie, Mangum, Milier, 
Pearce, Phelps, Upliam, Webster,—21. 

So leave was granted to introduce the resolution; 
vhich was thea read, referred to the committee on 
foreign relations, and ordered to be printed for the 
use of the senate. 

Mr. Sevier wished to state, in explanation of his 
not voting, that be had paired off with a friend, 
utherwise he would have vuled for the receptive of 
the resolution. 





World. In these their solemn documents, prepared 
especially for the multitude, they were wont to dis. 
play their pride in their republican institutions, ang 
to make a pompous parade of the unequalled (that 
was the favorite word) prosperity of their country; 
but they were careful to avoid anything that might 
be taken on the other side of the Atlantic, for vain 
and ridiculous bravado. They exhorted the nation, 
in conformity with the farewell address of Washing. 
ton, to keep within their own territory, and to seek 
no other conquests than those which they were 
achieving with so much profit, over the wild and 
uncultivated domains of Nature. Quite unlike his jj- 
lustrious predecessors, Mr. Poik places himself ona 
level with the rude cultivators of the valley of the 
Ohio, who entertain the belief that Europe is no- 
thing but one great mass of degraded beings, groan. 
ing under the weight of monarchical power, over 
whom the forces of the Union might easily prevail, 
It is impossible otherwise to explain his imprudent 
language towards England. 

This is not, however, the only power towards 
which the message assumes an arrogant tone. France 
is’ also handled somewhat roughly, mm connection 
with the Texas affair. He makes it a cause of re- 





of Mr. Poik’s speech in 1826, said he did not inteud | 


area of liberty. The honorable senator from South | portance had been felt at the time and was felt: 


proach, that France should have desired the forma- 
‘tion of Texas into an independent state, instead of 
iswelling the American confederacy; and the annexa- 
tion of ‘Texas is spoken of as a victory achieved over 
| European monarchies! He reminds France that she has 
' been the ally of the United States; that she has an 
‘interest in common with that of the Union, the pre- 
servation ef the freedom of the seas. Jt is true, that 
'France is in favor of maritime liberty, but that li- 
berty has nothing to dO with the affairs of Texas — 
| France has been the powerlul, courageou~, and use. 
ful ally of the Union; she has always rejoiced in the 
‘increase of American prosperity aud power. But 
‘that is no reason why she should sympathise 
|with the United States when they give themselves 
lup, for no good cause, to a Just ul conquest; or when, 
by a course of proceeding, ever to be condemned, 
they take from Mexico one of her fairest provinces, 
and appropriate it to themselves, in order that they 
may re-establish therein, that which the Mexicans 
had, themselves, so nobly abolished, the infamous 
l institution of human slavery. Although France is 
nota republic, she is none the less devoted to the 
cause of Jiberty. She loves justice, and has not 
been able to wiiness without a feeling of pain, the 
| violation, by the United States, of the laws of na: 
| tions, in their spolialion of Mexico, upon which subd- 
| ject the message of Mr. Poik speaks in terms of the 
| most detestable hypocrisy; for, to read his message, 
one would think that, at this day, and after the sei- 
/zure of ‘Vexas, the United States had good grounds 
for complaint against Mexico. France, therefore, 
only acted in obedience to a noble inspiration, when 
she negotiated with the view of putting an end to 
these encroachments, which nothimg can justily.— 
France, in short, has come to the conclusion, thatin 
America, as every where else, it would be well that 
there should be a balance of power. Upon this last 
pomt, Mr. Polk assumes une position which is quilé 
inadmissibie: He is not willing that this system of 
the equilibrium of states should apply to America. 
The new continent, according to hin leaves Europe 
to itself; and therclore Europe should, in Jike mat 
ner, abstain from all imterference with the affairs ° 
America. But the case is not a similar one, and 
Mr. Poik runs a paralle! where there can be none. 
| America, be tells us, has never sought to obtain ter 
ritory by conquest in Europe. ‘This we ean readily 
believe. This it has never done, and will not, for 4 
long time to come. On the other hand, Europe was 
in possession of the whole of America, some seven!y 
years ago, and still preserves there possessions which 
she has not yet renounced. We have there Guiats, 
which we hope tu turn to good account, at pe very 
distant day. Engiand possesses there Canada, wit" 
its vast dependencies, Balize, and her ‘portion Y 
Guiana; Russia and Holland both have in portant 
possessions on that continent. The whole Arebip® 
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jago of the Antilles belongs to Europe. The Euro- 
ean powers are, therefore, also American powers, 
and this is why they have a right to entertain a de- 
sire to have an equilibrium among the states of the 
New World. The claim of Mr. Polk upon this point, 
utterly without any foundation as it is, would do him 
nonor, if it had been disinterested; but he takes care 
to inform us expressly to the contrary. He is an 
enemy to this doctrine of an American equilibrium, 
because he wishes, as he shamelessly declares, that 
those American states which desire to annex thexa. 
selves to the Union, should have the liberty of doing 
so. In this, at least, he is more frank than he is in 
his protestations of sympathy towards Mexico, which 
he has dared to insert in another portion of his mes- 
sage; but he is not more honest. With the lack of 
understanding which belongs to ‘‘European monar- 
chies,” on this side of the Atlantic, we can recog- 
nise in this doctrine only a means of seizing, without 
opposition, upon California, then upon Sonora, then 
upon the province of Chihuahua, and by degrees 
upon Mexico itself. This is a policy most brutally 
selfish, and we venture to express our strongest cen- 
gure of this pretended patriotism of the modern 
school of the United States, persuaded as we are, 
that it is thus the repose of the world is disturbed, 
and that it seldom fails to bring frightful calamities 


upen the country, in return for some ephemeral ad- , 


vantages.” 

The Nations! thus replies to the article in the 
Journal des Debats: 

“The English press, which is not generally dis- 
tinguished by the moderation and decency of its 
language with regard to the United States, is sur- 
passed, in violence and bitterness, by our ministerial 
papers. We must acknowledge, however, that it is 
no longer surprising that the Journal des Debats 
speaks of an allied nation in terms which even the 
declared enemies of America refrain from. It has 
become the settled policy of this organ of M. Gui- 
zot’s, to slander and speak injuriously, on every oc- 
casion, and upon the slightest pretext, of the Ame- 
rican government and the head of that government. 
The motive for this systematic hatred is, however, 
very simple. The Union isa republic. Under the 
favorable influence of democratic institutions, the 


prosperity of this happy country 1s developed in a | 


manner truly wonderful. The population increases; 
credit is established; agriculture and industry are 
improved; commerce is expanded; the limits of the 
territory are extended every day; and yet tlhe Ame- 
rican people govern themselves, and it is to the very 
principles of its political constitution that it owes 
the unheard of progress which makes the U. States 
an object of admiration and envy to the rest of the 
world. Now it is easy to be seen that this is a bad 
example for monarchial Europe, and is it not asto- 
nishing that the official and officious organs of that 
old regime, which neither secures the material wel- 
fare nor respects the liberty of the people, should be 
terrified, and fear the contagion; from thence springs 
the anger of the Decbats; a counterfeit indignation, 
which conceals inore fear than real hatred. 


But even though uniust, passionate, and unskilful, 
at least one should not lay himself open to charges 
of incorrectness and error. It is worse than a fault, 
itis a blunder, to adopt the language of the great 
slatesmen of this system. What advantage was to 
be gained, for example, by leaving the region of 
loose and general declamation, and entering the do- 
main of fact. Texas is a dangerous subject for M. 
Guizot; we have not forgotien that the unfortunate 
intervention of our diplomacy in this question 
was, perhaps, the greatest fault of our foreign 
policy of the twenty-ninth of October. It would 
have been prudent then to have passed over this 
wibject. ‘The Journal des Debats did not think 
%, and vou can lardiy believe the generous accents 
Which have been drawn from their ink-stand, to 
brand this American republic, ‘‘which violates the 
principles of the Jawa of nations, which abandons 
self without reason to the spirit of conquest, to 
appropriate to itself une of the most beautiful pro- 
Yinces of Mexico, and despoil the Mexican nation.” 
This is in truth, infamous; and the annexation of 
Texas, under such circumstance, would be ‘‘a pro- 
teeding to be forever condemned.” 

Unfortunately, all this fine stiow of virtue and ge- 
herous inspiration falls before a simple date; the in. 
dependence of Texas had been recognised by France 
ind England, before the annexation; consequently 
the separation of this territory from Mexico was 
consummated before the United States accepted the 
ofer which the young republic made, of uniting it- 
‘lf to the great American family. Consequently, 
if there has been any spoliation, the reproach must 
ll as much upon us as upon the Union. What is 
, then, that the Journal des Debats wishes to prove? 

The Americans must not deceive themselves, and 





of France are entirely with the American alliance. 
We have both of us a common enemy; this enemy is 
England. There is no need of our designating, by 
name, the defenders which this enemy has found 
among us, or of explaining the secret of the devoted 
support she has met with here, to the great injury of 
the general interésts of the country.” 

The Siecle, an opposition journal, which bas al- 
ways blamed the pretensions of Mr. Polk to the 
whole of Oregon thus remark-: 

“The tone of the message is peaceful; the secret 
meaning, which is more than once betrayed, is for 
war. Frequent contradictions arise from this con- 
trast between the expression and feeling. Without 
going any farther, the president reproduces the cele- 
brated declaration of Mr. Munroe, which consists 
in pretending that the United States have an exclu. 
sive right to the possession of N. America, and that 
they ought not to permit any European power to 
form settlements there; nevertheless, it does not pro- 
pose expelling, from this vast territory, the Russians 
who oceupy the west, beyond the 54th parallel, nor 
the English, who possess it on the east, beyond the 
49th. Mr. Polk does not seem to suspect that there 
is any danger for a government in thus manifesting 
that its power 1s not at the height of its ambition. 

In another part of the message, the president, 
making allusion to the negotiations which have se- 
veral times taken place between England and the 
United States, recognizes that the offers of compro- 
mise already made by the United States, involved 
the obligation to renew those overtures; at the same 
time he affirms that there is no Jonger any room for 
negotiating, and that the United States have the sole 
right of occupying the Oregon territory. He does 
not show much respect for logic, by such a course of 
‘argument. 


We have treated the message of the President of 
| the United States with impartiality, and we have nol 
/sought to disguise the unreasonable character of 
some of its expressions, which seem to be addressed 
less to any particular cabinet than to the European 
powers, and particularly to France. Although the 
foolish conduct of M. Guizot, which had ali the suc- 
cess it deserved with regard to Texas, has in some 
/manner provoked this haughty rebuke, we regret 
that the United States are not more in the habit of 
distinguishing France, at all times so well disposed 
towards them, from her pusillanimous government. 
But we cannot forbear remarking, with a simplicity 
how truly grand the first magistrate of the American 
republic renders his account to his fellow citizens of 
the situation of their affairs, both abroad and at 
home. The disdain which Mr. Polk shows for the 
subterfuges and trickery of the old European diplo- 
macy is a valuable lesson, given as itis with the au- 
thority of success, obtained by the vigor and decision 
of the policy which has always acted openly. The 
monarchies of our continent, even constitutional 
monarchies, will find much food for reflection in this 
document, which is a striking and bold expression of 
the state of feeling of this powerful democracy, 
which our poor courtiers sometimes affect to des- 
pise.” 

La Presse thus comments upon the message: 
“The message is as clear as one could wish with 





' 
} 


calculated to embarrass the English government. It 
will be recollected that in the last session Sir Robert 
Peel publicly enagaged, in the name of the cabinet, 
not to desist from the pretensions previously an 
'nounced. One of the two governments must retreat, 
however, or the difference be settled by force. But, 
bowever bad affairs may look, we still think they 
will be settled by negotiation; each will make some 
concession. 
been as absolute as it now appears. These rights 
which Mr. Polk affirms to beso clear, are, on the 
contrary, capable of being contested. His predeces- 
sors have opened the way for a settiement. He wiil 
yet return to it. England was wrong not to have 
before accepted the arrangement which was propos- 
ed to her. She has, as she has often done, evinced 
too much rapacity. 

But now, she will undoubtedly prefer the compro- 
mise before refused, to a war which would be disas- 
trous to both powers. The question is besides now 
put in such terms that there is no longer any possi- 
ble adjournment, and the whole attention of both 
countries must be immediately fixed upon it. I|t is 
not to be doubted that the views of the president will 
obtain a considerable majority in the house of re- 
presentatives. But there is reason to believe that 
the senate will pronounce against the measures which 
may pass that body. Inthe interval which wiil 
elapse in consequence of this probable disagreement, 
Sngland will do well to open a decisive negotiation, 


reign affairs. This is what is hoped in London upon 





0 truth they do not; they know that the sympathies 


‘change, and amongst the merchants, for although 


regard to Oregon; and the words of the president are | 


The American government has never | 


if she wishes to escape grave difficulties in her fo- | 
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the public mind was at first much excited by the 


tone of the message, the rise of public stocks has not 
been paralyzed.” 


The Constitutionnel says: 

“Itis easy to sce that the unfavorable reception 
given to the philippics in his official journal has 
made the president more moderate, with regard to 
the question of Oregon. After the warlike decla- 
rations of the Union, at Washington, after the semi- 
official announcements of some of the democratic 
journals, that the message would contain an absolute 
assserlion of the right of the United States. and 
would reject, at once, all idea of compromise, the 
language of Mr. Polk seems singularly tame an 
softened down. The president, after having enume- 
rated the previous negotiations, and having announc- 
ed that the offers of adjustment had all failed, and 
that it is lime to renounce them, and claim the whole 
of Oregon, contents himself with merely proposing 
the annulment of the convention of 1827; he after- 
| wards proposes measures for the protection of the 
| Americans already established in Oregon. As to the 
manner in which he desires to have the negotiation 
conducted with England, he does not say a single 
word. He has not made the slightest allusion to the 
more or less probable necessity of having recourse 
to arms, to terminate the difficulty. So far from 
this, Mr. Polk submits, in advance, and with wil- 
lingness, to the measures, though differing from his 
own, which congress may adopt, to regulate the 
question. He holds a very different language, not 
only from the previous declarations of the Union, 
but also from the menacing and provoking tone us- 


sumed by Mr. Tyler, last year, on the subject of 
Texas and Oregon. 


if Mr. Polk is obliged to lower his pretensions, in 
regard to England, he revenges himself upon M. 
Guizot, who has succeeded in making quite a noise 
about nothing in America, and who serves as a breast- 
plate for Lord Aberdeen. Mr. Polk only mentions, 
in passing, the intervention of England with the af- 
fairs of ‘Texas, but he dwells severely upon the ri- 
diculous and miserable part which France played in 
this affair; and, as to the famous theory of the ba- 
lance of power in America, improvised by M. Gui- 
zot, in order to justily his imprudence, it excites the 
bile of the American president. It furnishes him 
with an excuse of indulging in a little harmless blus- 
| ter, in protesting that the Union will shrink from no 
sacrifice to prevent Europe from intermeddling with 
(her foreign affairs. It is truly honorable for France 


thus to furnish a foreign government with a pretext 
| for useless bravados.” 


_ The Courier Francais speaks of the message us be- 
| ing very warlike in its language, but pacific in in- 

tent,—that it barks loudly, but without any inten- 
tion of biting. According to it, we are to lay at the 
door of the ministry, and not at that of the country, 
the reproaches which Mr. Polk addresses to tie 
French public policy. 

L’ Esprit Public thinks that there has not been a3 much 
attention given to the message as its importance de- 
serves. It sees in ita declaration of war in fact, 
which will make negotiation a very difficult matter, 
and if the senate shall be of the same mind as the 
president, of which happily there is some doubt, be- 


|fore a year, Euglaud and the United States will be 
al war. 








The Reforme, a republican journal, has only eulo- 
giums and admiration of the Janguage and firmness 
of Mr. Polk. La Patrie, a very moderate and pacitic 
| journal, protests against the importance which many 
|of the other journals attach to the alliance with the 
United States. ‘‘We very much desire,” it says, “to 

be on good terms with the United States, but we 
| must not forget that the Americans, who are styled 
|our natural allies, accepted vur alliance in the hour 
|of peril, but we were left to extricate ourselves 
| from our difficulty when we stood in need of them. 
| They would do as much again. 


| Napoleon was obliged to force them to adopt his 
| system of neutrality towards England, but for hay- 
| ng so constrained them, we have had to pay 25,000,- 
000 francs. This is what we have gained by our 
American alliance. If the United States were at 
war with England, oh! then they would be quite de- 
lighted to have us for allies; but if we should ve at 
war with England, then they would remain perfect- 
ly neutral. Let us do the same.” La Patrice adds 
that the ministry acted properly in seeking to pre- 
serve the nationality of Texas, after having recog- 
nised its independence, 


Le Commerce, la Gazette de France, and la Quotidi- 
enne, opposition journals, take part with and ex- 
press their wishes in favor of the Americans, and 
| against the English; and I’Epoque, a ministerial] jour- 








nal, makes soiwe comments upon the message, which 


are lar more moderate than those of the Journal des 
Debats. 
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THE SEASON 
a January as we have any recollection of—Februaary, so 
far, is equally agreeable,and we have now every pro- 
mise of an early spring. ‘True, prognosticators of the 
weaiher some months since, predicted upon the numbers 
of wild fowls, the movements of bees, beavers, bears, and 
other sage observers of the “‘signs”’—that we were to 
have an « xceeding cold winter and late spring—and 
irue too, there are yet at least three weeks of winter to 
come, according to calendar;—whether the winds. the 
electric flu:d, and the sun, moon, and stars will! vet 
obey the predictions, we must wait to ascertain. We 
may as well have the comfort of kind weather whilst it 
lasts, without borrowing trouble from the future, and 
therefore itis delightful to announce that navigation is 


again i —the rivers ‘learing of ice 
open again in the harbors—the rivers are clearing of ice, | antrchy &c. 


'cussed, and adopted, to that effect and committees ap- 
‘pointed to further the object. 
| division line, (in place of the 49'h degree we presume,) 


the Ohiv and Monongahela are already in fine boatable 
order and rising—and the busile vf an active trade is every 
where commencing. 

Ours is a fitful climate, and no mistake. By the 
time the compositor sentin a proof of the last paragraph, 
the weather-cock was round—the scene had changed 
from spring to winter again—snow, some inches deep 
covers the earth and is still falling rapidly as we go to 
press. 


Business circtes. Bicknell’s Reporter says—‘ The 
news by the steamer Hibernia has had quite a cheering 
effect upon business and money affairs, generally speak- 
ing, the intelligence is received as favorabie to the contin- 
uation of amicable relations between the two countries, 
and as a consequence the nmioment it was pubiished, 
stocks of every deseription advanced.” Oi) SH 
brief the intelligence had a buoyant and cheering influ- 
ence in all our commervial affairs.” * * ‘The lead- 
ing Philadelphia houses are already making preparations 
for the spring trade. The prospect is quite encouraging. 
Our western friends” are invited &c. wie dieing 
Philadelphia money market is somewhat easier. ‘The 
foreign news has had a good effect. The banks still act 
very cautiously, and throw ont muca good paper. Out 
of dvors the rates range from nine to twelve per cent” 

The New York Journal of Cummerce is endeavoring 
to ‘wake up” the merchants of that city to be prepared 
for an early business this season with the western mer- 
chants. 


The New York Express, says: ‘‘lt is truly surprising 
to see the degree of confidence that has been given to 


every description of persons by the late news from Enu- | 


rope”—[The editor might have added,.—‘‘And_ by the 
course taken by the United S:ates senate”) eRe 


‘*T'wo days has worked a change altogether incredible. | 


All classes feel that there is to be nothing to prevent a 
large and prosperous trade. ‘The bank officers say con- 
fidently that money will be sufficiently plenty after the 
Ist of February. Real estate buvers bid more freely. 
All classes anticipate great activity, and an increase of 
spring trade. There never has been a period when the 
country was sO prosperous as it isat present. The farm 
ers have had good crops, and produce is selling nearly 
fifty per cent. higher than it did a year ago.” 


Frour.—At New York 5,3705,62;--Philadelphia 487 
a$5.—-Baltimore 4,87. 

The inspections at Ba!timore for the last week, com- 
prise 17,517 bls. and 780 half bls.—and for the month of 
January 88,722 bls. 


Topacco. On the 29h of January the French go- 
vernment were entered into contracts fur the supply of 
300,000 kilogrames of Kentucky tobacco, 200,000 kil. of 
Maryland, 1,880,000 kil. of Virginia, 1,400,000 kil. cf 
Kentucky, and 2,200,000 kil. of Maryland. ‘Tobacco, 
in this country, isa government monopoly, and these 
large quantities are required for sale. 


By a recent order of the lords commissioners of her 
majesty’s treasury, allleaf tobacco in ao unmanufactured 
state may be imported from the Uniied States of Aineri- 
ca into Great Britain and Ircland in packages of the 
saine weight in which the same description of tobacco 
can be legally imported from the places of its growth.— 
‘They have also authorised that the requisite alteration 
may be made in the law in the next customs amendment 
act, for to allow tobacco, the produce of Mexico, Ame- 
rica, South America, St. Domingo, and Cuba, to be im- 

orted into the United Kingdom, in bales containing 80 
bs. weight each, from any place from which it may be 
legally imported for home use. Their lordships have also 
allowed tobacco, the produce of Trinidad, to be import- 
ed into the United Kingdom, in packages of the same 
size as those sanctiuned for tobacco, the produce of 
South America and St. Domir.go. 


Excuances.—New York on London 1083; 

New York on Boston, Nea Orleans, Mobile, par; on 
Baltimore 4; Richmond, Charleston, Savannah, St Louis, 
Cincinnati, Louisville, Pittsburg, 1; North Carolina 14; 
Nashville 24; Indiana 2. 


Pork Trave. The price of hogs in the west has gra- 
dually declined since they commenced packing this 
season. The last Cincinnati quotations were 3.44 and 
3.60, according to weight. 


Unitep Srares ‘Treasuay.— Receipts during,the quar 
ter ending 3st. December 1545. $4,998,700 < 
Expenditures, same period 5,703,510 66 


Expenditures, exceed receipts by $705,110 66 


January 1846 was as mild and pleasant 

















‘TREASURY NOTES.—Amount outstanding 0 the “dst. 
$565,814 53 


New York custom Hovse.—Receipts for duties dur- 
$1,476,324 76° 
1,687,021 92 


February 1546. 


ing the month of January 1846. 
Same * 1345. 





1845 exceeds 1846 by 


CANADIAN MOVE FOR ANNEXATION. We were not a 


“little ansused a few days since on meeting with the pro- 
ceedings of “a large and respectable meeting” consisting 


it is stated of about two thousand persons, convened by 
public notice at Moptreal, for the purpose of taking into 


| consideration the propriety of inviting some of the dis- 
| ‘racted states or terri‘uries of their neighbouring repubic 


t» return to allegiance to the royal government from which 
they had departed, and which hed, like the prodigal son, 
thereby involved themselves in all the evils of democracy 
Reselutions were gravely proposed, dis- 


The meeting suggests a 
which embraces all the state of New York, and east 


thereof, and rather more territory than that iu the north 
west--and thence running to the Pacific on the parallel 


of the 42d degree,—-alinorzh of which boundary, with its 


people shall hereafter belong to Great Britain--sou:h 
thereof to the United States. 
up probably as an off:et to Mr. MeConnell’s resvlutions 
for annexing Ireland to the United States. 


Canapa. The Montreal Transcript. speaking of the 
arrival there of despatches from England appointing the 
Earl of Cathcart governor general of Canada, and di- 
recting the immediate embodiment of the militia. says: 

“Tris stated that thirteen thousand troops of the live, 
including two companies of sappers and miners. have 
been ordered inimediately to this country. This will 


‘account fur some of the recent movements that lave 


i taken pl j low inces.’? 
ee | taken place in the lower provinces 


The New York Commercial Advertiser questions the 
correctness of the Transcript’s statement. 

The following is an extract from a leer which ap- 
pears in the Rochester Daily Advertiser, which letier, 
it is said, is from an intelligent and respectable source: 

‘‘Even in Kingston see what we are doing. Con'racts 


are out for making a large battery en Navy Point, an-| 


vther on Henry Point, a third in frout of Market Square, 
and a fourth on Murney Point. ‘Two Martello towers— 
one on Cedar Island and ore on the shoal in the harbor, 
are contracted for. Cost of the whole, five hundred 
thousand dollars. All the contracts are out, but not one 
was advertised Expected to be out immediately, con- 
tracts fur two land redoubts, equal in size to Furt Henry. 
We know that war is expected in Canada, and that 
every preparation is made to meet it at almost every 
point. * * * England will destroy every port on the 
American seaboard during the course of next summer, 
unless the United States recede. which thev wont do. 
* * * Canada will not fall without a struggle, and a 
hard one too. Weare much nore united than we were, 


and all of us hate the Yankees—politically of course,” | 


&c. 


Tue Oreaon preBate.—Mr. Martin, representative 
from President Polk’s district, was one of the orators that 
spoke yesterday in congress upon the resolutions for giv- 


;ing noucetoG. Britain and aijludedto J. Q \dams’ ia- 


timations:that in the end Mr, Polk would back out. 
Mr. A. explained: his remarks were, that if we pushed 
our rights against England ag we ought, she would yield; 


nut if we did not, sooner than g var, Mr. Polk would | 
t f lid not r than go to war, Mr. Polk would 


be found backing out.” 


Mr. Martin said the gentleman 
congress clothed President Polk with the power he would 


give the notice regardless of the consequences. 


Dearus, during the last week; by small pox, at Bus- 
ton, 3. 


At Baltimore, '77, of which 22 were under one year of 


age; 10 were free colored; 3 slaves; 10 died of consumip- 
tion and 5 of small pox. 

At Philadelphia, 118, of which 44 were under one year 
of age; 9 were persons of color; 13 died of consumption 
and 2U of small pox, 

At St. Louis, 24, of which 2 were under one year; 2 
were slaves; 5died of consumption. 


Dr. James Srevart, died at the city of Baltimore on 
the 3ist ult., in the 9)st year of hisage. Dr. S. was born 
at Annapolis, in 1755—~was at Edinburg, a student of 
the Medical University, when the American revolution 
commenced, and had many a manly contest with his 
tellow students, ia bebalf of the American c. use, whilst 
detained there. In the year 1780 he succeeded, by a 
circuitous route, to reach his native city, and the las! 
time we had the pleasure of seeing the old gentleman, 
he recurred to the cordial reception with which he was 
greeted, as if st had occurred but the day before. His 
services as a physician were at once in regusition for the 
American army. He located in ‘‘Baltimore town” in 
the yoar 1792, and shared largely in its prosperity, wit 
nessing a community then of some fifteen thousand, ex- 
panding into a population of over a hundred thousand.— 
During the war of 1812-4, though over sixty years of 
age, lie wis in the ‘rout of danger, encouraging and am- 
mating his countrymen. ‘The battle of North Point was 
fought almoston one of the Doctor’s farms. In social 
life, he was the delight of all within his circle. ‘Tender, 
affectionate, unostentatious, warm hearted—in short, an 
old schoo] Maryland gentieman. 


$210,697 16 


This moveinent was got: 


was mistaken. If 
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Hayri asp Sr. Dominco. Three vessels of war bo 
longing io the Haytiens, were lately cast away near Por 
au Platte. The Dominicans took. possession of ther 
and succeeded in getting two of them off—the other was 
a total loss. ' 

There have been some affairs of posts and some lives 
lost between the contending parties. 


Towa.—Proposition to become a state. A letter from 
our friendly correspondent at fowa city, dated the 22,4 
ult., says: “Our legislature passed at its recent session. 
an act, calling a convention to frame a constitution fur 
the state of lowa. The delegates are to be elected in April 
next, and meet in May following to form the consrjiy. 
tion; in August thereafter, itis submitted to the vote of 
the people, and if adopted, to he submitted to congress 
at the next session. The convention consists of thirty. 
two delegates. 

Massacuusetts. Ninth congressional district — 
Ths eighth attempt to elect a representative to congress 
made on Monday last, without effect.—‘*No choice.” ' 








NapoLzon on a tariff, commercial treaty, and national 
indusiry. ‘li was agreed to keep this news secret at 
| London for twenty-four hours, in order that the courier 
of the French lega'ion might announce it first to his go. 
vernment. This fortunate courier left on the night of 
the Ist of October, and arrived at 4 0’clock on the af. 
ternoon of the 3d at Malmaison. At that moment the 
tiiree consu!s were holding a government council. The 
greatest exciiement was produced by the opening of the 
despatches; they ceased from their labors and embraced 
each other. The first consul who willingly threw aside 
all reserve with men in whom he had confidence, evinc- 
ed plain'y the feelings which filled his bosom. So many 
results obtained in so short a time,—order, vietory. and 
| peace restored to France by his genius and indefatiza. 
| ble perseverance in two years, were blessings of which 

he might justly be proud. In these effusions of mutual 
| gratification, M Cambacercs said to him, “now that we 
| have madea treaty of peace with England, we must 
| make a treaty of commerce, and remove all subjects of 
| dispute between the two countries.” *Not'so fast,” an- 
| swered the first consul quickly, “the political peace is 
| made; so much the better, let us enjoy it, As to a com 
'mercial peace we wil make one if we can, but at no 
' price will T sacrifice French industry. I remember the 
misery of 1736."” [ Thiers’ History of France. 


Navan. The U.S. frigate Cumberland sailed from 
| Nantasket Roads on Tuesday for the Gulf of Mexico. 
| The Norfolk Beacon states that the U.S. razee ship 
Independence, hus been ordered to be fitted out for the 
Gulf of Mexico, as the flag ship of Commodore Perry, 
who is to relieve Commodore Conner on that station. 

Lieutenants Lockwood, James H. Rowan, Boggs, and 
North have been ordered to the frigate Potomac. Dr. 
Dillard has also been appointed flag surgeon of the 
squadron. 

The U. 5S. store ship Southampton, Lieut. H. W. Mor: 
ris, commanding, was at Port Praya. Cape de Verde 
Islands, on the I8th of December. Her officers and 
crew, as also those of the U. 8. sloop Jamestown, before 
mentioned as at that place, were all well 

The U.S. sloops-of-war Marion and Yorktown were 
absent on a cruise on the Coast of Africa. 

‘The New York Courier says: ‘We understand that 
orders have been received within a few days in this city 
from Washington, to raise as many recruits for the na- 
| val service as possible,—within the limits, of course, cs- 
tablished by existing laws.” 

The Gulf Squadron, consisted a few days since of the 
three sloops of war, Falmouth, John Adams, and St. 
| Marys, 22 guns each; the brigs Porpoise of 12 Somers 
10, and Lawrence 10 carronades, and the steamer Mis- 
sissippi of 8 64's and 2 120’r. 

The frigates Cumbcrland, Potomac, and United States, 
each 52 guns, have sailed, and by this time probably 
jeined the sguadron. ‘The Independence 74, is ordered 
on, under command of Commodore Perry, who is [0 
relieve Commodore Conner, and take command of the 
squadron. ‘I'he foree will comprise 338 guns, and about 
3000 officers, seamen, and marines. 

Pacific Squadron. The U. S. naval foree now sup- 
posed to be concentrated on the Pacific coast of Mexico, 
consists of the frigate Savannah 52 guns, and the sloops 
of war Portsmouth, Levit, Warren, and Cyane. 22 each. 
The Consutution, ot 50, and the Congress, of 52, are 0a 
their way to join this squadron. This will increase the 
force there to about 244 guns, and 2240 officers and men. 

Adding to those navai forces, “the army of occupa- 
tion,” represented to amount to about 4000 officers and 
men, and we liave an aggregate of nearly 10,000 men 
at arms demonstrating upon Mexico. 
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A PLANet, new to our Astronomers, though probably 
itself as old in fact as some of the rest of the planets, wa 
discovered on the 8th December 1845, by Professor 
Hencke, of Driessen, in Saxony. With the politeness 
which belungs to atrue sun of science, the discoverer 
left the name of the stranger to be determined by his 
friend, Professor Eake, who has named it AsTREA~ 
(Goddess of Justice.) thas completing the list of se!ect 
celestial goddesses. We have now Venus, Vesta, Ast@as 
Juno, Ceres, Pallas, and Diana, all except Venus, dis- 
covered within our own recollection. Astroea makes 1S 
revolutions round the sun in 1565 days. Its distance 
from that body, 250,000,000 miles; its orbit is therefore 
between those of Vesta and Juno. Itis fervently to > 
hoped, that the Goddess thus at last immoralized upon yal 
planet, may shed the influence of her name upon the in 
habitants~sadly in want as they long have «been 0 
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